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COVID-19 UPDATES
The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation was lifted as of June 19, 2021 in the Archdiocese of Boston. 
(The dispensation was lifted earlier in the Ordinariate of the Chair of St Peter.) The obligation does not apply 
if you are ill or have been exposed to Covid-19. You may choose not to receive Communion. More Covid-19 
update information is on page 11 and on our website under Worship.

A MONTH OF MARIAN CELEBRATION
LAST MONTH THE CHURCH 

 basked in the rays of Our 
Lady’s glorious Assumption into 
Heaven. Next month we renew 
our devotion to the Holy Rosary, 
and give thanks for the graces that 
this devotion has secured for us 
individually, and especially for the 
protection and flourishing of the 
Kingdom of God on  earth which 
it has secured down the centuries. 

The Feast of the Most Holy Rosary 
on 7th October marks the definitive 
sea victory over the Turkish Fleet 
which threatened calamity and en-
slavement to western Christendom 
at the Battle of Lepanto on that 
date in 1571, a victory which Pope 
St Pius V attributed to the praying 
of the Rosary. 

This month of September is also 
permeated with the sweet fragrance 
of the Blessed Virgin’s presence 
throughout the month’s liturgi-
cal calendar. On 8th September we 
celebrate the feast of Our Lady’s 
Nativity, exactly nine months after 
Her Immaculate Conception on 8th 
December. St Peter Damian called 
the Blessed Virgin’s birthday “the 
beginning of salvation and the 
origin of every feast,” because it 
marked the arrival in this world of 
the Immaculate Ark of the Cove-
nant from Whom the Second Per-
son of the Blessed Trinity would 
take on the human flesh in which 
He would die for our sins and con-
quer death in His Resurrection. 

The Feast of the Holy Name of 
Mary just four days later com-
memorates another great inter-
vention of the Blessed Mother 
of God in worldly affairs, when 
Her intercession secured the vic-
tory of the Christian army under 
the Polish King John Sobieski 
over the Turks at the Siege of Vi-
enna in 1683. In gratitude to the 
“Liberatrix of the west,” Pope In-
nocent XI extended the feast of 
Her Holy Name to the Universal 
Church. 

In these days of anxiety and un-
certainty when we see tensions 
escalating between states, inter-
nal disquiet within nations, and 
grave threats to life and liberty, 
we do well to have constant re-



Page 10     Contra Mundum

course to Mary, Queen of Peace, 
Who on so many occasions has 
rescued Christendom from the 
brink of catastrophe,  and Who has  
promised us that ultimately Her 
Immaculate Heart will prevail. 

In the realm of personal prayer, 
St Philip Neri was one of those 
saints who encouraged  devotion 
to the  Holy Names of Jesus and 
Mary as a means of intimate and 
immediate access to Our Lord and 
Our Lady. One of his favourite 
prayers, which he used frequently 
and taught to  his disciples to pray, 
was the beautifully simple formu-
la “Holy Virgin Mary, Mother of 
God, pray to Jesus for me.” 

On 15th September, we join Our 
Lady at the foot of the Cross for 
the Feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. 
No one participated in Our Lord’s 
Passion like His Holy Mother, 
Who endured the torment of see-
ing the flesh that She had lovingly 
bathed and clothed during His in-
fancy torn, beaten and pierced. No 
words could ever express the tor-
ment that must have racked that 
Mother’s heart as She witnessed 
the incarnation of Divine Love 
scorned and tortured to death. 
From the Cross Our Saviour en-

trusted all of us to the maternity 
of His Mother, when He told Her 
“Woman, behold thy son,” and 
then said to His beloved disciple 
“Behold thy mother.” And our 
Mother teaches us how to partici-

pate in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. She who freely cooperated 
in our salvation when She told the 
Angel Gabriel “Be it done unto 
me according to thy word” expe-
rienced in a terrible but meritori-
ous manner the consequences of 
that ‘fiat’ in the desolation which 
She offered in union with Her Son 
on Calvary in an act of self-sac-
rificial love on behalf of sinners. 
Our Mother teaches us to offer all 
of our joys and all of our sorrows, 
all of our hopes and fears, every-
thing we have and everything we 
are, with the bread and the wine 
during that part of the Holy Mass 
known as the Offertory, so that we 
might be mystically and truly unit-
ed with His Death when the bread 
and wine are transformed into His 
Body and Blood at the Consecra-
tion. If, through mortal sin, we 
have cast off the white robe of 
Sanctifying Grace with which we 
were vested in Baptism, then She 
leads us by the hand to the em-
brace of God’s mercy in the Sacra-
ment of Penance, so that with our 
wedding garments cleansed and 
restored we may receive Her Son’s 
Risen Body in the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. 

We are never alone, then, at Mass. 
It is in fact before the Altar that we 
are closest, in this life, to our heav-
enly Mother. If we are unable to 
attend the Holy Sacrifice because 
of distance or decrepitude, or 
whatever restraint, ask Her to take 
us under Her mantle and lead  us 
with Her to  the foot of the Cross, 
and then unite ourselves spiritually 
with the Holy Sacrifice wherever 
it is offered at that moment across 
the globe. May Her intercession at 
the throne of Grace obtain peace 

for this world and, for Her chil-
dren, protection and all bless-
ings, as we pray constantly with 
our holy father St Philip “Holy 
Virgin Mary, Mother of God, 
pray to Jesus for me.” 

The Provost
¶ This article is taken from the Ora-
tory Parish Magazine (September 2017, 
Vol. 94, No. 1156) a publication of the 
Brompton (London) Oratory.

PLEASE HELP SAVE 
THE HYDE 

AMENDMENT

FOR 45 YEARS, the Hyde 
amendment and similar laws 

have protected tax  payers from 
being forced to pay for elective 
abortion. 

The Hyde amendment has been 
signed into law every year since 
1976, whether the Congress and 
the White House were led by 
Republicans or Democrats. The 
Hyde Amendment has saved near-
ly 2.5 million babies and mothers 
in difficult circumstances from 
the tragedy of abortion. The Hyde 
Amendment is in jeopardy of not 
being signed this year. 

We urge you in the strongest 
possible terms to ensure that the 
Hyde Amendment and all similar 
life-saving appropriations riders 
remain in place during the 117th 
Congress and beyond.

Do not force Americans to sub-
sidize the taking of innocent life. 
Oppose any bill including any ap-
propriations bill that expands tax-
payer funding of abortion. 

TAKE ACTION!! 

Sign the petition to Congress! Go 
to NoTaxpayerAbortion.com.
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SHORT NOTES
Ñ The condolences of the parish 
go to Father & Mrs Bradford on the 
death of his brother Charles on Au-
gust 7th. Mr Bradford had been ill 
for some time. He was 85 years old. 
May he rest in peace. 
Ñ There are flower dates open on 
the calendar for the Sundays in Sep-
tember. You may bring flowers for 
the high altar, the chapel altar, or 
both. A sign up list is available after 
Mass. 
Ñ A collection for the restoration of 
the Guatemalan Church of San Juan 
Salamo is ongoing. Identify your 
contributions for San Juan Salamo. 
To date we have received $1100.00. 
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass for parishio-
ner Winifred Payne will be offered 
on Saturday, September 18th at 8:00 
AM. 
Ñ An EVERY MEMBER CAN-
VASS for the financial support of 
the parish next year will be conduct-
ed during October. 
Ñ Inquirers’ classes are offered 
each fall by Fr Bradford for those 
desiring reception/confirmation into 
the Catholic Church, or for anyone 
else who wants an opportunity to 
study The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church with a group. The group will 
most likely meet remotely. A sylla-
bus is available. 
Ñ In July we welcomed Mr Mi-
chael Zadig as our organist for a 
few months while Jim Reedy takes 
a medical sabbatical. Michael is a 
friend of many in the congregation. 
Ñ Many thanks to Dr. Janet E. Hunt 
for preparing and directing the mu-
sic at two summertime services of 
Evensong & Benediction. These 
were held on Sunday evenings, July 
25th and August 15th. Both of these 
services involved our schola mem-
bers and guests and professional 
musicians.

COVID PROTOCOL 
UPDATES (continued)

We are all aware of the new 
surge in Covid infections and 
the increasing numbers of break-
through infections in fully vac-
cinated people. This is caused by 
the highly infectious delta variant 
In a desire to insure we continue 
to worship in a healthy place, I am 
requiring, effective immediately, 
that all parishioners and visitors 
attending our indoor Ordinariate 
services in Chestnut Hill wear a 
mask. This mask is to cover both 
mouth and nose. This mask may 
be removed only to receive com-
munion. We will also return to the 
practice of kneeling (or standing) 
one by one at a single prayer desk 
to receive the Blessed Sacrament. 
The celebrant will continue to be 
masked and apply a disinfectant to 
his hands as a precaution. 

Some of our people may not be-
lieve a mask mandate should be 
required at this time. Wear a mask 
anyway, for the sake of those who 
are concerned for their safety, and 
for those who are unvaccinated or 
unable to be vaccinated for health 
reasons. In this way the Holy Mass 
will continue to provide all of us 
with heavenly nourishment and 
not become a cause of anxiety. 

Father Bradford

POPE SAINT GREGORY 
THE GREAT

WE HAVE PERMISSION to 
transfer the observance of 

the patronal feast day of the Ordi-
nariate Congregation of St Gregory 
the Great in the Boston area from 
September 3rd to Sunday, Septem-
ber 5th (at our regular 11:30 AM 
Mass). We will end the service with 
a Solemn TeDeum. 

The Congregation is part of the 
Personal Ordinariate of the Chair 
of St Peter. The Ordinariate covers 
the United States and Canada and 
has its headquarters in Houston, 
Texas. The Ordinariates worldwide 
were promulgated by His Holiness 
Pope Benedict XVI. They celebrate 
the liturgy in an extraordinary form 
of the Latin Rite. 
HOSPITALITY AND THE 

WORKS OF CHARITY

DEARLY BELOVED, love 
hospitality, love the works of 

charity. Paul said: “Let the char-
ity of the brotherhood remain, and 
do not forget hospitality; it was by 
this that some have been made ac-
ceptable, having entertained angels 
hospitably;” and Peter told us to 
be “hospitable towards one anoth-
er without complaint;” and Truth 
himself said: “I needed hospitality, 
and you welcomed me.” 

Consider, my friends, how great 
the virtue of hospitality is. Receive 
Christ at your tables so that you can 
be received by him at the eternal 
banquet. 

Pope St. Gregory the Great
¶ (A.D. 540-604) From Homily 23.

Ñ Many thanks to Ellen and Da-
vid Allen and Judie Bradford for 
providing for the reception after 
Evensong on July 25th and to Ju-
die Bradford who hosted the re-
ception after Evensong on August 
15th. Both receptions were held on 
the east lawn of the church.
Ñ Labor Day is the first Mon-
day in September. In 2021 it is 
September 6th. There is an 8:30 
AM Mass in St Theresa of Ávila 
Church on that day.
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THERE IS NO DOUBT that 
His cousin John the Bap-

tist made a profound impression 
upon Our Lord Jesus. Christ says 
here “among the sons of women 
there is none greater than John.” 
But John, so very different in his 
method and approach in his call 
to Israel, experienced a similar re-
jection to that of the Son of God. 

In order to make the point, Je-
sus begins a pronouncement with 
a typical rabbinical introduction: 
“What comparison can I use?” 
The comparison is to an every 
day occurrence, children playing 
in a public place. Jesus compares 
the rejection of both Himself and 
John the Baptist to the unsuccess-
ful efforts of children trying the 
engage their playmates in some 
activity. They first try to orga-
nize a play wedding or festival, 
but there is no response. All right 
then, they try a different tack, 
holding a funeral. But there is still 
no response. 

The application of Our Lord’s 
parable is that John called Israel 
to austerity and penance and his 
hearers thought he was mad. Je-
sus did not frown on social life but 
freely entered it, and His hearers 

thought He was a glutton, 
a drunkard, and a friend 
of unsavory people. By 
rejecting both approaches, 
Israel was rejecting the pa-
tient approach of Divine 
Wisdom. 

But the Lord Jesus asserts 
that Divine Wisdom is nev-
er defeated but is embraced 
if even a few cast their lot 
with the Lord and accept it 

and Him. 

 You and I must ever be vigilant, 
knowing that there are many peo-
ple who reject God’s revelation, 
making up excuses as unreason-
able as those of children who will 
not play under any circumstances. 

Father Bradford 
¶ This sermon was preached in St The-
resa of Ávila Church on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 19, 2007.

THE PATIENT APPROACH OF DIVINE WISDOM

YOU DON’T HAVE TO 
KEEP IT IN CHURCH 

“THE FIRST AMEND-
MENT guarantees reli-

gious liberty, and that provision 
means little if it only means the 
right to worship. The right to free-
ly exercise one’s religious beliefs 
in the public square is central to 
religious liberty, and while that 
right...like all other constitutional 
rights...is not absolute, it must be 
seen as presumptively constitu-
tional.” 

William A. Donohue 
¶ This excerpt is from an article titled 
“Victory for Religious Liberty: High 
Court Rules 9-0,” as found in the July/
August 2021 issue of Catalyst, the jour-
nal of the Catholic League for Religious 
and Civil Liberty. Mr. Donohue is the 
president of the Catholic League.

DAY OF 
RECOLLECTION 

The Psalter: The Hymnal of Is-
rael, the Hymnal of the Church 

Saturday, September 11, 2021 
from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Leader: Fr Peter M.J. Stravinskas, 
Ph.D., S.T.D. 

The program will end with Even-
song in the church.

All are welcome. Bring a friend. 
Bring your Bible and lunch.

Father Stravinskas is a long-time 
friend of our congregation and 
has been our celebrant, preacher, 
and retreat leader many times. He 
will also be our preacher at Sun-
day Mass on September 12th. 

Later that day, at 5:00 PM he 
will make a presentation in Holy 
Cross Cathedral on The Eucharist 
in Music. This is part of his se-
ries for the Archdiocesan Year of 
the Eucharist. The lecture will be 
followed by Solemn Vespers and 
Benediction. 
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THE DISTINGUISHED 
AMERICAN CATHOLIC 

 theologian Cardinal Avery Dulles 
(1918-2008) entered  the Church 
while a student at Harvard. In-
deed, Cardinal Dulles liked to say 
that “Harvard made him a Catho-
lic.” That sounds ironic, perhaps, 
but he wished to convey how 
his years spent at America’s old-
est college were the context—in 
space and time—for his decisive 
encounter with Jesus Christ and  
his Church. 

Avery Dulles came from a long 
line of Presbyterians (including 
his famous father, the diplomat 
John Foster Dulles), but his fam-
ily also encouraged him to broad-
en  his mind and sensibilities from 
an early age. His mother brought 
him to Europe and introduced him 
to late medieval and early Renais-
sance art (which would later form 
part of his under-graduate studies 
in history at Harvard). He was an 
excellent student at elite private 
schools, where he became pre-
cociously erudite but also intel-
lectually skeptical. When he en-
tered Harvard, he was an avowed 
agnostic who hoped to live a 
meaningful life by realizing his 
aesthetic ambitions. He remained 
fascinated nevertheless with the 
faith-inspired art of the early Eu-
ropean renaissance. 

In an essay, “A Testimonial to 
Grace” written not long after his 
conversion, Avery Dulles tells 
the story of the (mostly solitary) 
intellectual and moral discover-
ies, inspirations, and decisions 
that brought him to the Catholic 

Church by the end of his senior 
year. It was reading Aristotle and 
Plato that stripped him of his in-
tellectual and moral subjectiv-
ism, and opened up for him the 
world of realism and the tran-
scendence of the good. Then, one 
early spring day, walking along 
the banks of the Charles River, he 
gazed at the small buds on a tree 
and was struck by a compelling 
intuition that the whole universe 
was filled with intelligence and 
purpose, and that there must be a 
personal, transcendent Being who 
guided all things. That night, for 
the first time since childhood, he 
prayed the Our Father.

Thus Avery began a religious 
search. His Christian background 
pointed to the Gospels arid Prot-
estant churches as reference 
points. While the Gospels deeply  
impressed him with Jesus’ un-
compromising claim of divinity, 
the churches he attended seemed 
preoccupied with an inadequate, 
vaguely moral, merely human Je-
sus of their own imagining. Nor 
was Harvard any help. Avery’s at-

tention to the truth he found “on 
his own” while studying there led 
him to acknowledge and desire 
God. But Harvard’s curriculum  
could  take him no further. Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, however, 
had what its university lacked. By 
1940, this town founded by Pu-
ritans had long been repopulated 
with Irish and Italian immigrants, 
who brought with them their 
Catholic churches and their super-
naturally focused devotion to the 
whole truth about Christ. Initially 
wary because of the prevalent an-
ti-Catholic prejudice, Avery could 
not ignore the vitality of Catholic 
commitment and worship and he 
soon began to attend Mass. He 
also saw that the faith of the im-
migrants was the same as the faith 
that formed the European artis-
tic tradition and enabled Chris-
tian philosophy to go beyond the 
thought of Plato and Aristotle.

Avery Dulles’ journey could no 
longer remain solitary. He had 
no close Catholic friends and had 
never met a Catholic priest before, 
so he didn’t know what he needed 
to do to become a Catholic. But 
he found the courage to enter a 
Catholic bookstore and ask for 
help. The bookstore arranged for 
him to meet the priest who would 
instruct him and receive him into 
the Church.

John Janaro 
¶ This article about Cardinal Dulles is 
taken from a series, “Great Conversion 
Stories,” a regular feature of Magnificat 
magazine (in this case the April 2021 is-
sue, Vol. 23, No. 2.). John Janaro is as-
sociate professor emeritus of theology in 
Christendom College. 

THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUT CHRIST 
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THE DEVIL REALLY 
LIKES...PRIDE...because it 

is the principle and source of all 
sin. On the other hand, it displeas-
es God just as much as it pleases 
the devil. God is displeased by 
pride, and pleased by humility.

God was so pleased with Mary’s 
humility that his goodness com-
pelled him to give her the Word, 
his Only Begotten Son and she 
was the wonderful Mother who 
gave [that Word] to us. You know 
well that God’s son did not take 
flesh within Mary until she had 
clearly expressed both her will, 
and her humility by saying, Ecce 
ancilla Domini: Let it be done to 
me according to your Word. But 
as soon as she had said this, she 

conceived within her the dear 
spotless Lamb. By this, gentle 
First Truth was showing us how 
excellent this little virtue is, and 
how much those receive who in 
humility give their will as an of-
fering to their Creator. 

So in times of difficulty; when 
we are harassed or hurt, slan-
dered or vilified by our neigh-
bors; when we are troubled in 
mind or deprived of spiritual or 
temporal consolation by Cre-
ator or creature (by our Creator 
in kindness, when he draws our 
spiritual feelings back into him-
self [though it seems from the-
severity of our pain and strug-
gles that he is no longer within 
us]; and by other people when 
it seems from our conversation 
and recreation with them that we 
love them more than they love 
us)—in all these things, I tell 

you, those who have been made 
perfect in humility say, “My Lord, 
here I am, your maidservant! Let 
it be done in me according to your 
will, and not according to what 
my emotions want.” In this way 
they give off the perfume of pa-
tience to the Creator and to other 
people and to themselves. They 
enjoy spiritual peace and calm. 
In the midst of war they have 
found peace because they have rid 
themselves of selfish willfulness 
grounded in pride. 

Saint Catherine of Siena 
¶ From Letters of St Catherine of Siena, 
Vol. II. Arizona State University, 2001. 
St Catherine (1347-1380), both a mystic 
and activist in her day, is a Doctor of the 
Church.

PLEASED WITH MARY, GOD GAVE HER THE WORD FEAST OF SAINT 
MICHAEL AND 
ALL ANGELS

Solemn Mass and Sermon 
Solemn TeDeum

Wednesday, September 29, 2021 
7:30 PM

Twenty-fourth Anniversary 
of the Founding of  

The Congregation of  
Saint Athanasius 

A reception follows this service



 Contra Mundum Page 15

CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

A REPORT FROM OUR BUSINESS MANAGER

ON BEHALF OF REV. RICHARD BRADFORD AND THE FI-
NANCE COUNCIL I am pleased to present the Annual Financial  

Report for the Congregation of St. Athanasius. When we prepared the 
budget for the last fiscal year, we were still dealing with the uncertainty 
of what effects the Covid pandemic would have on the Congregation. We 
were conservative on our income projections, but thanks to the congrega-
tion’s generosity we were able to exceed our budget objective. 
You can see from the following chart of actual income and expenses vs. 

the budget figures that most line items were reasonably close to our bud-
get estimates. The most significant expense deviation was on the benefits 
and health insurance line item since the Clergy Trust now pays for Fr. 
Bradford’s medical insurance. This was due to the change in status of Fr. 
Bradford, being granted Senior Priest Status. 

The Congregation of St. Athanasius
July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021

  Income:        Actual Budget
 Offertory       53,327 47,400
 Flowers            610      540
 Other             813      436
  Total Income       54,750 48,376
  Expenses: 
 Compensation        7,900   7,900
 Benefits/Health Insurance     10,822 22,727
 Mileage           829   1,440
 Data Processing          480      480
 Utilities        7,770   7,120
 Office Supply/Books/Envelopes      2,575   3,230
 Church Rental        1,200   2,400
 Pastoral/Liturgical       1,203   1,420
 Misc.            191        60
  Total Expense:       32,970 46,777
  Income over Expense:      21,780   1,599

We concluded the fiscal year with a cash balance of $24,284 in our 
checking account and $12,659 in our long-range savings account. We 
were able to pay all of our bills and there are no outstanding loans. This 
may look like a large amount of cash, but if Fr. Bradford becomes fully 
retired, at some future point in time, then these funds would be rapidly 
depleted covering the cost of a full-time priest. 
The Finance Council has submitted a budget to Fr. Bradford for the new 

fiscal year and he has adopted the budget. If anyone would like to see the 
budget for fiscal year 2021-2022, or has any questions on this  Annual  
Financial Report, please feel free to email me at Rickgft@aol.com.
Submitted by Rick Timmerman, Finance and Operations Manager.
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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