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COVID-19 UPDATES
The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation was lifted as of June 19, 2021 in the Archdiocese of Boston. 
(The dispensation was lifted earlier in the Ordinariate of the Chair of St Peter.) The obligation does not apply 
if you are ill or have been exposed to Covid-19. You may choose not to receive Communion. More Covid-19 
update information is on page 19 and on our website under Worship.

INTIMACY WITH GOD
IT IS PROBABLY TIME (or 

 past time) to let the Cheshire 
Cat make another appearance in 
our parish paper. This little critter 
has been (in)famous for verbal en-
gineering ever since he appeared 
in Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adven-
tures in Wonderland (1865). The 
cat says “It means what I say it 
means.” 

In news you may have missed, 
Catholic News Agency reported 
on May 10 that ten priests and 
pastoral workers in Germany had 
conducted a  blessing ceremony 
known as Segnungsgottesdienste 
fur Liebende (in English: “Bless-
ing Services for Lovers”). These 
services took place in some eighty 
cities throughout the country. 
Under the guise of “inclusivity,” 
these services were open to all 
couples. But they included a spe-
cial welcome to those of the same 
gender. The news agency reported 
“in many places, a general bless-
ing was given at the end of the ser-
vice, which, however, explicitly 
included homosexual couples and 
their relationships.” 

Earlier in the spring, the Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
had issued a directive forbidding 
Catholic priests and prelates from 
blessing same-sex unions. It had 
come to that! Catholics had to be 
forbidden a practice that should 
be obvious to all Christians. But 
it gets worse! According to Pieter 
Vree, writing in the July-August 
issue of New Oxford Review, the 
German bishops’ conference re-
fused to comply with the directive. 
The conference chairman, Bishop 
Georg Batzing was quoted as say-
ing the Vatican should not “count 
on a broad acceptance and a cor-
responding compliance.” The bish-
op said such a directive “blatantly 
closes itself off to a progress in 
knowledge of a theological and hu-

man-scientific nature” and pre-
dicted this “will lead to pastoral 
practice ignoring it.” Other bish-
ops chimed in. One, in Belgium, 
actually apologized for the CDF 
directive. Bishop Johann Bonny 
of Antwerp said “I feel vicarious 
shame for my Church. I want to 
apologize to all those for whom 
this response is painful and in-
comprehensible. ... Their pain for 
the Church is mine today. ... God 
has never been stingy or pedantic 
with His blessing on people.” 

Where do they get all this? Cer-
tainly not from the coming of Je-
sus Christ in the New Covenant! 
What the coming of Christ of-
fered to every man and woman 
is intimacy with God. The New 
Testament is full of language 
supporting this new condition. 
Scripture talks about our becom-
ing members of God’s house-
hold, a member of Christ’s body, 
and the Lord Himself tells us to 
call God Father. This reunion is 
accomplished by Christ’s death 
on the Cross, and, at His provi-
sion, the Sacraments become the 
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agency of grace whereby this per-
sonal relationship begins in each 
of us and then is nurtured and de-
veloped. 

Baptism, Confirmation, and the 
Eucharist establish, and continue 
to promote, the growth of faith. 
Then there are Sacraments of heal-
ing: Penance and Holy Unction. 
These are remedies for post-bap-
tismal sin and sickness, providing 
grace for weaknesses which can 
sidetrack growth in faith. And then 
there are two other Sacraments, 
which are not required for full par-
ticipation in the life of Christ: Holy 
Orders, and Holy Matrimony. In 
these two Sacraments, the focus is 
shifted from primarily benefitting 
the recipient, to equipping the re-
cipient for the good of the whole 
Church. (In a way, Holy Confirma-
tion also has this focus: one of the 
reasons for receiving the sevenfold 
gifts of the Holy Spirit is to wit-
ness in the world.) In Holy Orders, 
the life of the recipient is strength-
ened for service to all the faithful. 
In Holy Matrimony the spouse 
and offspring are the primary fo-
cus. Yet even then, the good of the 
whole Church is in the mix. In The 
Book of Common Prayer marriage 
service there is an optional prayer 
which pleads the home of the mar-
ried couple may be “a haven of 
blessing and of peace.” A haven is 
a port where ships at sea may find 
refuge during storms. A Christian 
marriage so often offers encour-
agement, support, and guidance to 
those whose marriages are in need 
of blessing and peace. In both Holy 
Orders and Holy Matrimony, one’s 
life is no longer one’s own. 

In The Book of Genesis marriage 
was given in the very moment 

when God created male and female 
in His Own image and likeness. 
Our Lord Jesus said so. “From the 
beginning of creation, God made 
them male and female. For this 
reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his 
wife.” Since they were made in His 
image the married man and woman 
image something of God Himself. 
What is it they image? It is the lov-
ing, interpersonal, and fruitful, re-
lationship of the Holy Trinity. The 
love of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost is reflected in the man 
and woman joined together in one 
flesh The reason Christ said ‘’No” 
to divorce is that indissolubility is 
an integral aspect of marriage be-
cause the perfect union of the Holy 
Trinity cannot be broken. And be-
cause Christ promised not to sepa-
rate Himself from His Church, di-
vorce is not so much a sin as a lie. 

Bishop Batzing’s “progress in 
knowledge of a theological and 
human-scientific nature” is neither 
theological nor human-scientific 
(whatever that means) because not 
Trinitarian. The only “progress” 
is down the greasy chute to perdi-
tion! And as for Bishop Bonny’s 
claim “God has never been stingy 
or pedantic with His blessing on 
people” we can agree “stingy” 
and “pedantic” have never been 
adjectives ascribed to Almighty 
God. But Our Heavenly Father is 
a moral God. It seems the bish-
op skipped seminary classes on 
The Ten Commandments and the 
teaching of God Incarnate on the 
better fate of people who cause 
little ones to stumble (see Mat-
thew 18.6). Both these bishops and 
the Segnungsgottesdienste fur Li-
ebende crew should take a reme-

dial lesson or two from a second-
grade boy or girl preparing for 
first communion. 

Father Bradford

The German Bishops

BOOKS FOR YOUR 
CONSIDERATION

IGNATIUS PRESS has a fine 
 catalogue. If you are not on its 

mailing list, here are a few recent 
publications: 
Couples, Awaken Your Love! by 
Robert Cardinal Sarah
Jesuit at Large, essays and reviews 
by the late Fr Paul Mankowski, 
S.J.
Sanctifying Truth, Thomas Aqui-
nas on Christian Holiness by Fr 
Romanus Cessario, O.P.
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Ñ Many thanks to all who contrib-
uted altar flowers during the sum-
mer months. The sign-up chart is 
now finished for the year. If you 
would like to bring flowers for any 
Sunday this fall please speak to the 
chaplain in advance. 

Ñ An Every Member Canvass for 
the financial support of the congre-
gation in the next calendar year will 
be conducted during the fall. 

Ñ Many thanks to Fr Peter Stravin-
skas for leading a day of recollec-
tion on the Psalter and for being our 
preacher at Sunday Mass Sept 11-
12. Complimentary copies of the 
fine magazine he publishes, Catho-
lic Response, are available in the 
bookstalls. 

Ñ October 2nd is the anniversary 
of the death of Pope St John Paul 
the Second (2005). 

Ñ Condolences of the parish go to 
Anthony Coleman and his family 
upon the death of his mother Anna 
on Sept 17 after a short illness. May 
she rest in peace.

Ñ Easter Daylight Savings Time 
will end on Sunday November 7th. 

Ñ A course of instruction based 
on The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church is offered each fall. Contact 
Fr Bradford for details. The course 
will be offered remotely via Zoom. 

Ñ A year’s-mind Mass for parish-
ioner Terry Maltsberger will be of-
fered on Saturday, October 3rd at 
8:00 AM. 

Ñ To date, $1200 has been donat-
ed to the planned repair project of 
the Church of San Juan Salamo in 
Guatemala. David Burt is heading 
up this project and may be contact-

SHORT NOTES ed for details. Donations should 
be made to The Congregation of 
St Athanasius but designated San 
Juan Salamo. 
Ñ On Sunday, October 10th we 
will resume singing the Healey 
Willan setting of the Mass. This 
is found in The Hymnal 1940 at 
numbers 710-713.

COVID PROTOCOL 
UPDATES (continued)

PER ORDER of the Brook-
line Health Commissioner, 

face coverings are now required 
in all indoor, publicly accessible 
spaces in the Town of Brookline. 
(St Lawrence Church, Chestnut 
Hill is located in the Town of 
Brookline.) To insure we contin-
ue to worship in a healthy place, 
all parishioners and visitors at-
tending our indoor Ordinariate 
services in Chestnut Hill will be 
required to wear a face covering 
over their mouth and nose at all 
times while indoors on the parish 
property. Remove your mask only 
to receive Communion. Please 
note that if you are gathering out-
side you are not required to wear 
a mask. Seating sections will re-
main as they are for the present. 
There is no coffee hour/reception 
after Mass at this time.
We are all aware of the new 

surge in Covid infections and 
the increasing numbers of break-
through infections in fully vacci-
nated people caused by the highly 
infectious delta variant. We will 
also return to the practice of kneel-
ing (or standing) one by one at a 
single prayer desk to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament. The celebrant 
will continue to be masked and 
apply a disinfectant to his hands 
as a precaution. 

TO SHINE LIKE 
GOLD

A NOVICE who had just been 
 reprimanded came one day, 

completely discouraged, to tell her 
novice mis tress (Saint Thérèse of 
Lisieux) sadly, “I no longer have a 
vocation!” 
To this solemn announcement 

Thérèse replied by laughing. How 
true it is that the Holy Spirit makes 
use of the most natural gestures of 
one whom he possesses! Thérèse, 
who was severe in the case of ill-
humor or a melancholy whim, 
could not take the matter serious-
ly and the trouble vanished. Since 
this incident, if something seemed 
to go wrong, the mistress fore-
stalled the tendency to discour-
agement by saying: “You no lon-
ger have a vocation today, is that 
right?”... And the trouble would 
disappear as on the first day... . 

To a novice who is tempted she 
explains: “Notice the method used 
to polish brass. First, it is coated 
with mud, which soils and tarnish-
es it Then it is rubbed vigorously 
until it shines like gold. Tempta-
tions are like this coating for they 
only serve to make the opposite 
virtues shine in the soul.”

Father Victor de la Vierge, OCD 
¶ Father de la Vierge (who went to God 
in 1990) was himself a Carmelite and 
a well-known novice master in France. 
This passage is taken from Spiritual 
Readings of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, 
Milwaukee: Bruce Publishing Co., 1961.
The feast of St Thérèse of Lisieux is Oc-
tober 1st.
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EVERYTHING upon which 
Jesus reposed in his mortal 

life has the stamp of humility: the 
manger, the boat, the cross. In his 
mystical life he rests in tabernacles 
anointed with humility and in souls 

where humility has spread a soft 
couch inviting him to rest. 

The insignificance of the soul 
does not hinder him, because he 
is enamored of smallness. Upon 
coming into this world, the divine 
Word belittled himself and he has 
remained pledged to smallness, 
because it is a remembrance of his 
passage through the earth, because 
it bears the perfume of his mortal 
life—idyll and tragedy of incom-
parable love. He loves smallness 
as the Israelites must have loved 
the manna of the desert, keeping 
it in the Ark of the Covenant; as 
Saint Francis of Assisi in heav-
en must love the Umbria of his 
knightly adventures and the Porti-
uncula, his love’s abode; as Saint 
Therese must love the petals she 
used  to throw at the statue of her 
Beloved; as all of us will surely 
love the steps of the earthly stairs 
that helped us ascend to love. 

We seek greatness in order to 
rest. Jesus seeks smallness, be-
cause he knows very well that 
there is nothing so truly great upon 
earth as that which is insignificant 
in our poor human judgment. 

Small is the manger, small is 
the boat, narrow is the cross, and 
small are the tabernacles that Je-
sus chooses for his rest and his 
delight. He clothes the small with 
the immensity of his love, and to 
the little ones he entrusts the great 
missions of his providence. 

Luis María Martínez 
¶ Servant of God Luis María Martínez 
(1881-1956) was a much-beloved Arch-
bishop of Mexico City and the first of-
ficial Primate of Mexico. This extract is 
taken from Only Jesus, which first ap-
peared in English in 1962, and is avail-
able through Cluny Media LLC.

EVEN ANTI-
CHRIST HAS A 

GUARDIAN 
ANGEL 

NOW IT IS CERTAINLY a 
very remarkable fact that the 

fall  of man, whatever changes it 
may have brought about in his re-
lationship to the spiritual world, 
has not interfered in the least with 
that close association of the in-
dividual human being with one 
of the heavenly powers; and no 
less remarkable is this, that our 
masters cannot conceive of any 
human individual so sunk in evil 
as to be forsaken forever by his 
guardian angel. 

Catholic tradition has it that an-
tichrist, being the man of sin, will 
be the most criminal of human be-
ings that ever lived; and therefore 
our masters asked themselves the 
question, whether even antichrist 
will have a guardian angel; they 
take this extreme case in order to 
emphasize the extent of the doc-
trine. Of course their answer is in-
variably in favor of an angel being 
the guardian even of antichrist; for 
even he, says Saint Thomas, ow-

ing to the presence of the bright 
spirit, will do less harm than if he 
were left to himself. 

All this goes to show that we are 
here face to face with a great mor-
al law of creation, admitting of no 
exception, universal, unending in 
its applications and its resource-
fulness. It is not the effect of a 
special providence, a matter of 
privilege; for whatever was spe-
cial providence was lost through 
the Fall. It may therefore be safely 
asserted that man is simply in-
capable of attaining his spiritual 
end without the cooperation of his 
guardian angel; that cooperation 
is as absolute a necessity as are 
the physical laws that maintain his 
bodily life. 

Dom Anscar Vonier, OSB
¶ Dom Anscar Vonier (1875-1938) was 
abbot of Buckfast Abbey after 1906. This 
excerpt is taken from The Human Soul, 
published by Zaccheus Press, Bethesda 
MD 2010. 
The Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels 
is October 2nd.

ENAMORED OF 
SMALLNESS
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SAINT THERESA OF ÁVILA 
 was searching for an analogy 

for hell. And she settled on the no-
tion of spending eternity in a run-
down wayside inn! She would 
say she was grateful that this life, 
filled as it is with unpleasantness, 

is passing away, like one night in 
such a lodge. 
St Theresa’s trust in God’s mer-

cy, and her courageous persever-
ance in joy and hope in the face 
of disappointing friendships and 
heartaches, is a model for us. She 
recognized sometimes her own 
stubbornness and shortsighted-
ness were at least partly to blame 
for her problems. But Theresa’s 
faith, and her service through 
pain of her own sin and the sin 
of the world, is a real antidote for 
us today, when we are constant-
ly tempted by the quick fix, and 
trends which rapidly come and 
go, and can leave us jaded or di-
rectionless. 
At one of the convents she found-

ed there is a statue of St Theresa 

SHE KNEW WHERE SHE WAS GOING 
as a traveler. But she is not por-
trayed as a wandering nun. Wan-
dering is aimless. This nun knows 
where she is going: from convent 
to convent, from friend to friend, 
and from God to God. 
Saint Theresa of Ávila is the rar-

est of women to be canonized: a 
mystical writer who ranks among 
the greatest theologians. When 
you read her, you realize she was 
a woman of her times. But don’t 
let that put you off either. If she 
were living with us today I have 
no doubt she’d be box office: on 
every late-night TV talk show, 
and, as true today as in the 16th 

century, giving more than she got! 
¶ A sermon preached by Father Bradford 
in St Theresa of Ávila Church, West Rox-
bury, on October 15, 2006

EVENSONG 
& BENEDICTION 

OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT

Sunday, October 17, 2021 
at 5:00 PM

Saint Lawrence Church, 
Chestnut Hill 

The Revd Ronald K. Tacelli, SJ 
preaching

Music under the direction of Dr 
Janet E. Hunt 

An outdoor reception will follow 
this service, weather permitting
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IT IS SOMETIMES SAID that 
 the church is not a club for 

saints but a hospital for sinners. 
Everyone is taking the cure. The 
saints themselves especially ac-
knowledged their own sins. It is 
the price of admission. To study 
the lives of the saint is to learn 
about the power of God to con-
vert impossible people to his own 
glorious purposes. The weakness 
of God is stronger than men (1 
Corinthians 1:25). It is the way of 
the Cross. We believe in the Com-
munion of Saints, and we enjoy 
the daily company of this lively 
band. The whole multitude of wit-
nesses, some famous but most ob-
scure, is celebrated on All Saints’ 
Day, Monday, November 1st. 

Our own departed friends, rela-
tives, and benefactors are also of 
great importance to us every day. 
Our fathers and mothers brought 
us to life, someone taught us 

about God and how to pray. Oth-
ers awakened the sense of vo-
cation. Teachers elicited great 
accomplishments. Doctors and 
nurses cared for us in sickness. 
Priests, held up the Sacred Victim 
before our eyes. Many have given 
us friendship and love. Sometimes 
those who seemed to be enemies 
have done us the most good. 

To pray for all these departed 
souls is an exercise of faith in the 
Word of God. It also draws us 
closer to them than could ever be 
possible here on earth. November 
is the Month of the Holy Souls. 
All Souls Day itself is on Tuesday, 
November 2nd (details on the fol-
lowing page).

Father Richard Phelps, SSC 
¶ Fr Phelps wrote this letter to his pa-
rishioners on October 15, 2005. He was 
a longtime and valued friend of Fr Brad-
ford’s. For many years he was rector of 
the Episcopal Church of the Good Shep-
herd in East Chicago, Indiana.

THE COMMUNION OF SAINTSSAINT WHO?

AN ILLITERATE ENGLISH 
 laborer, Ralph was married 

and had at least eight children. 
As he went about his work, he 
became more and more impressed 
by the character of those who 
were clinging to the old Catholic 
religion then being suppressed. 
He decided to join the Church and 
was arrested the very day of his 
First Holy Communion. 

Ralph proved a model prisoner, 
and he earned the jailer’s trust 
to the point that he was given 
the keys to the prison. He used 
this privilege to let priests enter 
and minister to the imprisoned 
faithful. After his release, he 
often accompanied priests in 
their clandestine ministry; he was 
helping Father Roger Dickenson 
when both of them were 
apprehended.

After Ralph was sentenced 
to death, he asked the judge to 
provide for his children and wife.” 
Go to church, fool, and look to thy 
children thyself,” the judge told 
him. Ralph replied, “Would your 
lordship then advise me, for the 
perishable trifles of this world, 
or for a wife and children, to lose 
my God? ... I cannot embrace a 
counsel so disagreeable to the 
maxims of the Gospel.” On the 
scaffold he was offered a last 
reprieve if he would simply set 
foot in a nearby Anglican church, 
but Ralph again refused.
¶ This piece about Blessed Ralph 
Milner is taken from a regular feature 
in Magnificat magazine, in this case the 
February, 2021 (Vol. 22, No. 12) issue. 
Used with permission.
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

ALL SOULS’ DAY
Commemoration of All Faithful Departed 

Tuesday, November 2, 2021

Solemn Requiem Mass at 7:30 PM 

Saint Lawrence Church, Chestnut Hill 

Father Patrick Armano will be celebrant and preacher at this Mass. 

Intercession papers will be available in the tract case and service leaf-
lets during the month of October. 

Please note there is no Ordinariate Mass on All Saints’ Day, Monday, 
November 1st. It is not a Holy Day of Obligation in 2021. Masses will be 
offered in St Mary’s Church, Brookline and St Theresa of Ávila Church, 
West Roxbury. Consult the service schedule for a parish near you.
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath

 St.

Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church


