
The Congregation of Saint Athanasius 

A sermon preached by Father Bradford on the Feast of Saints Michael, Gabriel, 

and Raphael, Archangels  

September 29, 2021 

The Twenty-fourth Anniversary of the 

Founding of the Congregation 

+ 
 

When Almighty God made men and angels, He made them very much like 

Himself. But there is a great difference! Angels, like God Himself, are pure spirits, 

without any corporeal part. An indication of just how like Him angels are, 

Almighty God named the archangels after Himself. Raphael means the healing of 

God. Gabriel means the might of God. Michael means who is like God. 

It is not possible to accept Holy Scriptures as the Word of God written while at the 

same time dismissing angels as some sort of ancient superstition from which 

modern man has been liberated! To leave the angels on the cutting room floor 

mutilates the Scriptures beyond recognition. And even more importantly, it 

disparages and deprecates Our Blessed Lord’s own references to the heavenly 

spirits. 

Very soon after human beings appeared on the stage of creation, at the beginning 

of the Bible, Genesis tells of an encounter with angels. This first encounter was not 

a pleasant meeting! But by the time we get to the end of the Bible, the Book of 

Revelation, there have been so many encounters with angels they are more like old 

friends. Saint John the Divine is seen strolling with his angel escort as together 

they take in the splendor of the Holy City. 

Of all the angels, Saint Michael has always profoundly impressed the imagination 

of the Catholic Church. He is mentioned in the New Testament by St Jude as 

protecting the body of Moses from Satan. In the Book of Revelation Michael is the 

leader of the celestial armies in the war in Heaven which followed the rebellion of 

Lucifer. In the Old Testament Book of Daniel, Michael is recognized as the 

guardian angel of the Jewish nation. 

Saint Michael has no fewer than twelve festivals kept for him in various parts of 

the Christian world. Besides today’s collective observance honoring the 

archangels, the Greek Church commemorates Michael on November 8th; the Coptic 

Church keeps a triduum in his honor on June 6-8; for the Abyssinians, the twelfth 

day of every month is a feast of St Michael. 
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But what is common to all the angels, named or unnamed, is that their lives are 

divided between contemplation and active service. The Book of Revelation 

describes angels before God’s altar throne offering the sacrifice of our prayers. But 

St Paul asks rhetorically: “Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to do 

service for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” These angels encounter us for a 

great variety of reasons: to warn, admonish, guide, or rescue us. They bring 

announcements, open prison doors, and with us sing anthems. In most cases we do 

not know they are coming; and when they enter our lives it is always a surprise. 

Often we do not even know they are here, except after they have left. But it is the 

corporate experience of mankind that we are completely unaware just how much 

we have been guarded, protected, and guided, by angels. 

For whatever reason the angels come to us, they are always ministers of grace, 

precisely because they have come from God and are going to Him. They have 

come from contemplation of God and return again to His worship. This is the way 

Almighty God inspires His blessed angels in all they do for Him and for our souls. 

St Paul says God “maketh His angels winds and His ministers a flame of fire.” 

Because they are furnaces of love in their worship of their Master, the angels come 

to us as whirlwinds of charity in their service to our souls. 

It is, however, a great misunderstanding and mistake to accept that we humans are 

called to a lower form of existence than the angels in terms of fervent worship and 

service. We are called to greater things! Made lower than the angels, says the 

Psalmist, we are to be “crowned with glory and worship.” Why? With the holy 

angels you and I have Almighty God for our Creator and Master. But unlike the 

angels, by His Cross and Passion, He is also our Saviour. 


