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In the turbulent 1960s the anthropologist Margaret Mead was a hero of the anti-war 

crowd. She used to draw great crowds when she spoke on college campuses. But 

one of her lines always shocked the free-love kiddies. Margaret Mead said “The 

great thing about marriage is that you are stuck with it.” And “you don’t try on 

marriage like you try on a pair of shoes!”  

Anthropology has mostly discredited Dr. Mead’s findings from her pioneering  

work in New Guinea, and no one would ever call her a paragon of Christian virtue. 

But she was a striking figure walking the streets of our neighborhood in New York 

City, about as tall as Mother Teresa of Calcutta, and carrying a six-foot walking 

stick. Saying we were stuck with marriage wasn’t affirming Catholic teaching as 

much as saying that in the 1960s we were stuck with the marriage institution and 

its definition as defined by the Christian revelation. Fifty years later, the U.S. 

Supreme Court liberated our nation by giving the very word “marriage” a new 

definition. The only people still “stuck” with traditional marriage are those of us 

who know Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior. Among other things, that means His 

teaching is not just one opinion among many! 

In today’s gospel the question was put to Our Lord:  

Is divorce possible?” The Pharisees would not have asked that question. Everyone 

knew Moses had allowed divorce. Jesus said so, and said why:  

“For the hardness of our heart he wrote you this commandment.” It is St Matthew’s 

Gospel which more likely preserves the contemporary question. “On what grounds 

would Jesus allow divorce?” And since contemporary Judaism was a hotbed of 

speculation as what those grounds were, the answer given by the Son of God was 

unexpected by everybody. He said in effect “Forget any schools of thought. The 

whole business of divorce has to stop.” The Lord’s hearers must have been stunned 

and the tension palpable. But Jesus did not back down. You can almost hear Him 

say (as He did on another memorable occasion) “Will you also go away?” 

Already in the early Church people were uncomfortable with the Lord’s teaching 

about no divorce. St Matthew’s gospel offered an exception. St Paul allowed 

divorce in a mixed marriage for the sake of faith. Many today still question 

whether the Lord’s teaching is an unbreakable law or expressing the ideal and 
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norm for marriage. But Jesus Himself answered that question saying marriage is 

“from the beginning of creation.” It is monogamous, indissoluble, and heterosexual 

from the get go. 

Others comment that the Catholic Church takes Christ’s words about marriage 

literally when she has not been nearly so literal in other matters. But that is to 

argue if we are wrong in one place why not be wrong in another! More to the 

point: just who is competent to decide when to be literal and when not? It is the 

Church herself which was given the Holy Spirit to guide and lead her into all truth. 

Still others think the Church should not ask more of families than is humanly 

possible and that society as a whole has made stable marriage impossible. The 

proposed solution is the Church should relax her marriage laws. But that brings us 

back to Margaret Mead. Whether she was affirming marriage or frustrated by it, we 

are stuck with it. Marriage is a divine institution. It is not an invention of humanity. 

We were created in the image and likeness of God. All of us. Infidelity to God 

destroyed our relationship to Him in the first place. Jesus Christ came to restore us 

not just to the relationship, but also to the fidelity. And there is less fidelity all the 

time. 

The Kingdom of Heaven will not be gained by those who follow God’s law only 

when convenient, and only when it supports what we want! Christ Himself called 

us to “Strive to enter by the narrow gate.” And part of the Gospel good news is 

knowing our merciful Lord never gives us impossible things to do. But by 

cooperating with His grace, He will bring our souls to the fullness of life. The 

whole purpose of God Incarnate, God coming to us in His Beloved Son, was 

summed up when Our Lord Jesus said, “I came that ye might have life, and have it 

more abundantly.” And that abundant life is something we cannot have without 

Him. 


