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There is an old Aramaic saying about the meek inheriting the earth. But it was 

rooted in cynicism. “The big shots would bump each other off while the little 

people kept their heads down, and when the dust settled, they would crawl out of 

the rubble and claim what’s left!   

We know this proverb from Our Lord’s Beatitudes. He took out the cynicism, and 

revealed it is a sacred principle that those who give rather than take will in the end 

receive. It is sacred because this is how Almighty God set up the universe. And it is 

His universe. Underlying the order of things, is the love and giving of the Holy 

Trinity. So when James and John asked the modern, political, and self-serving 

question: “what’s in it for us?” Jesus told them, “You do not know what you are 

asking.” There is no way to experience a relationship with God so long as we are 

set on gaining power and dominance. 

In last week’s Sunday gospel we were told the attachment to wealth effectively 

blocked the rich man’s path to salvation. He was allowed to go away sorrowfully. 

But in today’s gospel we see James and John getting further instruction, and in a 

gentle way. There is a reason for this different treatment. 

Jesus had lovingly nicknamed the sons of Zebedee Boanerges, meaning “Sons of 

Thunder.” These brothers had low boiling points. You might recall that at one 

point they invited Jesus to hurl hailstones and coals of fire upon a village that had 

rejected the Lord’s teaching! In today’s gospel James and John are at it again, 

making a power play for the chief seats in the Lord’s government. All of us have 

our times of strong desires and ambition. We set our eye upon a goal and are 

determined to reach it. If other people misrepresent or resent our assertiveness, too 

bad for them!  So why did James and John get special treatment, and, how can we 

get it too?   

Of all the apostles, these brothers were the most ardent and enthusiastic to get to 

wherever Jesus was going. So there was something splendid about the confident 

and brash assertion they made to the Lord: “We are able.” At heart, James and 

John were devoted to Jesus. Their ambition was not blind ambition. It was always 

focused on the Master. Yes, they wanted the chief seats in the government, but 
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they wanted them next to Jesus in His glory. And so the Lord took their lofty 

ambition and consecrated it for His Own service. Almighty God can work with a 

determined will, a dominating temperament, and a powerful ambition. These are 

often the raw materials out of which saints are made. Remaining with Jesus, James 

and John learned those who seek dominance in the end are victimized by it. The 

Sons of Thunder learned that God supports those who serve. Why? Because love 

and service are the highest manifestations of divine authority. The Lord showed 

this in His life and especially in His death.  

Just now you and I do not fully know how God is working to direct our strong 

natural qualities towards the prize of Heaven. But we know that as we give up all 

our personality, mannerisms, and proclivities to the Lord’s guidance and 

consecration, then we too have the right to hope for Heaven. The path is clear for 

all those who are followers of Jesus Christ. God Incarnate is a servant, and He said 

“follow Me.” The path of servant-hood is the only way to the highest success. That 

is the success to which James and John aspired, and for which our souls, like 

theirs, were created: To be with Jesus. 


