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As you know, Our Lord Jesus and John the Baptist were cousins, six months apart  in age. 

The Bible never tells us there were family gatherings. But the great painters of fine art 

have drawn beautiful portraits of these two boys (often with their mothers) at various 

stages in their young lives. But John's parents must have died when he was young, and so 

John the Baptist went off into the desert of Judaea to live the life of a solitary ascetic. 

People eventually came from all over the nation to hear John preach. 

John made use of water from the Jordan River as the cleansing sign of a changed heart 

and life. Those who heard John preach about the necessity of repentance and amendment 

of life then made their confessions and took the plunge. The word baptism mean plunge. 

Towards the end of John's ministry, Jesus closed up the carpenter's shop in Nazareth and 

left town. It was a sad day for His mother Mary (probably a widow by then) as she 

walked her Son to the edge of town. After goodbyes and a cheerful last wave from Him 

down the road, Mary went home alone. 

The Gospel account of what happened two days later takes our breath away! In a  

remarkably understated way, we are told Almighty God stood in a queue of those waiting 

to see John the Baptist. If you think of people waiting for a bus on Boylston Street, you've 

got the picture! Jesus presented Himself as a candidate for baptism and made His 

confession. We do not know what Jesus confessed, but it could only be a true confession 

showing His interior life. What we do know is John the Baptist recoiled from the revealed 

holiness. John said, "I need to be baptized by You." 

Long ago the prophet Isaiah had foretold the Suffering Servant as "numbered among 

the transgressors." And here He was! People waiting for the bus on Boylston are 

probably a better general lot than those at the Jordan River: robbers, adulterers, prostitutes, 

soldiers who had raped and pillaged, hard-hearted Pharisees. 

The confessional in St Theresa's Church isn't used these days, thanks to Covid. (The 

pavilion is used because it is better ventilated.) But in the confessional the priest and 

penitent can look at a framed copy of Rembrandt's Prodigal Son. In it the wayward 

son has returned and is kneeling before his forgiving father. You remember the Lord's 

parable. Rembrandt's portrayal is intended to provide comfort. But Jesus Himself at the 

Jordan River is an even more powerful sign of God's merciful love for penitents. Many 



artists have portrayed Jesus in the water with John the Baptist, (such as you find on the cover 

of today's service leaflet.) But Jesus waiting in line is what we need to cherish. Here is the 

Immaculate God, standing with fallen human nature, to receive the baptism of repentance. 

The Lord did not accept John's recoiling from the Presence of Holiness. And it is  

analogous to our saying the non sum dignus before approaching the altar to receive Our Lord. 

Blessed Jesus says, "come anyway!" He told John "Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for 

us to fulfill all righteousness." Our Lord is waiting to communicate His righteousness to our 

souls. The Gospel of Jesus Christ lays it all out in order: the first step is repentance for sin. 

Then God declares us His blessed children by adoption and grace. And the Holy Ghost will 

come to us in greater measure. 

It is fitting for you and me to fulfill all righteousness.. That is the Lord's final answer. That is 

precisely why Jesus came to us. 


