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After Our Lord’s Baptism, He was driven into the wilderness by the Holy Spirit 

and was tempted by Satan for forty day. (We hear about that on the First Sunday of 

Lent.) In the desert the Lord rejected shortcuts. Satan offered Jesus a career. But 

God-made-man had not come to have a career, but to bring men and women face 

to face with the demands of God upon their souls. That is what sets up the return 

visit to His hometown Nazareth. 

A modern day politician often returns to his hometown to announce his candidacy 

for higher office. In Nazareth, Jesus was the local boy made good. The people had 

heard of His fame as a preacher and healer. And so it was natural He be asked to 

read one of the scripture lessons and preach in the synagogue on the next Sabbath. 

Everyone was there for the service. 

There were seven readers, usually a priest (or the ruler of the synagogue), then a 

Levite, followed by five other members of the synagogue. Our Lord often preached 

in other places, but only at Nazareth was he asked to read. The Bible is one book 

about Jesus Christ. But the Lord, Who is Himself the Word of God, did not refuse 

the request. He stood up to read, (as had Ezra when he opened the book, and all the 

people stood.) It was likely a scroll, not a book as we know it. And there were no 

table of contents or chapter and verse markings, or page numbers, or periods at the 

end of sentences! The scroll was not marked for him, (as Steven Hardy kindly 

marks the Book of the Gospels and the missal for me each Sunday.) The Lord 

found the place to read because He knew the Holy Scriptures, having attended the 

Nazareth yeshiva from the age of six. (I remember my Jewish classmates  going off 

to Hebrew school every Wednesday instead of onto the playground when our 

grammar school let out.) Isaiah says the Old Testament was shut to the people’s 

hearts (29.11) but the gospel says Jesus opened the scroll and read from it. And we 

are reminded that “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to take the book and open 

the seals.” Something strange happened during the reading. When Jesus read from 

Isaiah 61 the people noticed His words had a superhuman force. This puzzled the 

synagogue crowd. Their eyes saw Jesus, son of the carpenter Joseph. But the words 

sounded like God Himself speaking into their souls. Little did they know! 
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After the lesson Our Lord resumed his seat and “all eyes were upon Him.” The 

sermon He preached at Nazareth is not recorded but we have the opening words. 

“Today hath this scripture been fulfilled in your ears.” And that is when the festive 

mood changed! There were no bombshells in the Lord’s sermon. Long ago the 

Psalms and the prophet Isaiah had proclaimed God’s kindness to the Gentiles. But 

the Nazareth synagogue crowd hated the thought any others could be taken into the 

covenant relationship with Israel’s God. Elijah and Elisha had healed gentiles. 

Christ hadn’t done that…yet. Nevertheless the reaction was ‘who does He think He 

is?” The people objected to the Lord comparing Himself to the great prophets, and 

comparing them to the degenerate people who in the time of the prophets bowed 

the knee to Baal. 

I often counsel younger clergy it is possible for people to admire a good priest and 

good preaching and yet not be true Christians. And today’s gospel is a case in 

point. Jesus Christ was the good priest, and the good preacher. The people had only 

minutes earlier wondered at His gracious words. If they had mixed faith into the 

words spoken, it would have awakened them to reflect on Christ’s words and apply 

them to their own conduct. But no. Christ had pleased them superficially and with 

words pleasing to their ears. And now what He said grated on their ears and 

irritated the corruption in their hearts.   

By the time the sun went down on that Sabbath day, the townspeople of Nazareth, 

and in defense of their religion, had great relief and contentment that they had got 

rid of this highly suspicious preacher. That meant the next Sabbath would be a 

much more pleasant worship experience. But Almighty God had been with them in 

a way none thought possible. And next week He wouldn’t be there. 


