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There was a quiet moment in the library after a large dinner party in my rectory. 

Two of us were enjoying the fire and an after-dinner drink. My guest was one of 

the featured speakers at a weekend conference in the parish. So when we were 

alone I asked him to look down the road twenty years to the year 2014.  With the 

Episcopal Church in shambles theologically, (and therefore morally and 

liturgically), he thought his Sunday observance in the future would be spent 

reading Morning Prayer from his easy chair. After a moment I remarked, “You 

would do that even if you knew that down the road bread and wine were becoming 

the Body and Blood of Christ? My guest replied, “You’re talking about Rome!” I 

said I was talking about salvation. Happily, my guest was later received into the 

Catholic Church. 

There have always been people in every age who dissented from the teachings and 

the personalities of the Catholic Church. You can read about that happening 

already in The Acts of the Apostles. There was the long fight over Arianism and the 

other heresies of the Apostolic Age, right down to the likes of St John Henry 

Newman’s reservations about the 1st Vatican Council in 1870. Fast forward 100 

years, and during the 1970s  and 1980s it was my own experience to hear 

colleagues wish the Catholic Church could get back to the year 451! But that begs 

the question about the people who objected to the decisions of the Council of 

Chalcedon and who want to go back to 431! And then there are the folks who 

object to the Council of Nicaea and want to go back to 325! There are as many 

standards, and places to draw a line in the sand, as there are personalities in people. 

But any position which believes the Catholic Church was united in the dead past 

and not in the present day really means the Church founded by Jesus Christ had 

ceased to exist. 

Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Chair of Saint Peter. The Ordinariate in 

the United States and Canada took this day as its Feast of Title. Perhaps some of 

you know the background of why this title was chosen. I do not. But it was a wise 

decision. The solemnity is about the Chair of St Peter, with the emphasis on the 

chair. The chair represents the teaching office of the Church. And whatever has 

happened or may happen, the Church remains what Christ founded. 
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Many people rebel against that Church, from inside and outside. The 16th Century 

Protestants did not attempt the first reformation. The Moslems had done that in the 

7th Century. All of that is a tragedy and scandal, and Catholics may take a share of 

the blame. But none of that can affect the unity of the original Church. When the 

Son of God prayed to the Father that “they all may be one,” (John 17:21) the 

answer was not “no” or “maybe” or “later!” When the Father looked on the 

Beloved Son He saw nothing but perfection. And the answer was YES. 

Christendom is divided. But the Catholic Church is not divided. 

All of this means you and I can confidently look to the Church today for guidance 

in religion. We must reject the temptation to put a special halo around some chosen 

age in antiquity as our access to right belief. Many people like to name a “golden 

age” for Christianity. But the fact remains the Catholic Church was never more 

guided by Our Lord Jesus than she is now.  

The Solemnity of the Chair of Saint Peter is a proclamation of the visible unity and 

historic continuity of the Catholic Church. The solemnity doesn’t make an 

argument about the Papacy, be it St Peter’s, or the monarchical Holy Office of the 

High Middle Ages, or anything about the current Pope. It does insist upon 

continuity and unity. That historic continuity and visible unity of the Church must 

have been the mindset of the people who chose this Solemnity as the name for the 

American Ordinariate. When all is said and done that is the motive for conversion. 

The promise of Our Blessed Lord was not, “I am with you always, up until the year 

451!” Jesus said, “I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. (Matthew 

28:20) 


