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COVID-19 UPDATES
As of February 28th, The Archdiocese of Boston has lifted the mask mandate for public Masses. One of the stip-
ulations of the announcement is that the pastor may continue to require the wearing of masks in his parish. The 
directive also states a parish must comply with the regulations of the local municipality. The Town of Brookline 
(in which St Lawrence Church is located) has not lifted the mask mandate for all places of assembly open to 
the public. Accordingly, until further notice, we will continue with the mask requirement for our Ordinariate 
services. (More Covid-19 update information is on our websites under Worship.)

LENT: A SILENT AWAKENING OF A DESIRE TO LOVE GOD
But grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ. To Him be glo-
ry both now and for ever. Amen.

2 Peter 3.18

ONE OF THE PROBLEMS 
 with Lenten devotions and 

discipline is our perception that 
we are to feel badly, to live in the 
dark for forty days, and put aside 
every encouraging consideration; 
that we are to dwell upon past sins 
and the doom of eternal sin. Joy is 
out of season for six weeks.

All of this presupposes that the is-
sue is in doubt, that Jesus is not al-
ready Lord of Glory, seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and that 
this Body of Christ in the heavenly 
realm is none other than the body 
of the Crucified One.

I used to tell my zealous anglo-
catholic acolytes in my several 
parishes, with their zeal for full 
ceremonial of Holy Week, that 
we must never conduct ourselves 
in these liturgies as if we were in 

despair. Christ IS Risen, even on 
Palm Sunday and Good Friday, and 
we enter into the solemnity of Holy 
Week only because Jesus IS Lord of 
the Church, not WAS, but IS.

Yesterday, as Joe Cunningham’s 
guest at a men’s prayer breakfast 
downtown, the speaker was Dr Pe-
ter Kreeft. He gave us a pop quiz. 
One of the questions had been put 
to some nuns in a slightly abridged 
form: name the three most important 
living persons and the three most 
important dead persons in your life. 
And of all the sisters, only one listed 

Jesus Christ, and that was in the 
dead column!

No. We don’t come to Lent be-
cause of a forgotten Jesus or a 
dead Christ. And we are not to 
come to Lent to be miserable 
and forlorn for six weeks. We 
come, as St Peter says, to grow 
in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord. Lent is a spring 
time of the soul. The very word 
means a lengthening of the days. 
It symbolises, this spring time, 
not the despair and indifference 
of those who are dead and inert 
in their sins; for that is really 
the winter of the soul. But the 
spring is when there is a stirring 
of things hidden in the depths of 
our nature. We think of the young 
shoots now coming up and turn-
ing to the sun. Lent is a time for 
a silent awakening of a desire 
to love God once more. And the 
disciplines and observances of 
Lent help this latent capacity of 
growing in likeness to Christ, 
something that we did not dream 
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was possible for us. Lent is a new 
start in following Christ closely, 
and a deliberate choosing to aim 
at the highest and deepest thoughts 
we ever had. And all who intend 
to obey the Church and keep Lent 
mean that by the grace of God they 
intend to grow through these forty 
days in the knowledge and love of 
God.

No church service, no matter how 
beautifully touching and moving a 
liturgy it is, (and the ancient wor-
ship of the Church for Holy Week 
is all of that), none of it can make 
that growth towards God hap-
pen. It is for us, as it always was 
for Christian disciples, a matter of 
hand-to-hand combat. Little by lit-
tle we learn that the real adversar-
ies were not those things and per-
sons around us, but our own love 
of self. Little by little we learn that 
this love of self has to be cast out 
in order to cause to spring up in us 
the mystery of the love of God.
How do we do the hand-to-hand 

combat? In one way or another, 
(and there are as many methods 
as there are personalities with hu-
man weakness needing them), 
they all boil down to PRAYER, 
FASTING, and ALMSGIVING. 
By these exercises of self-denial 
we come again to realize we have 
a living soul, that it has been made 
partaker of Divine Nature, and that 
it is intended for spiritual advance.
Made in the image of God, then, 

we are to resemble Him. In baptism 
we become “little Christs.” How 
to follow up on that? Jesus Him-
self tells us to do what He tells us. 
And what does He tell us ... things 
which have us dead to rights. Yet 
we receive them and act on them 
knowing that He is the Good Shep-

herd. With 100 sheep, He loses one 
and goes off after it, spending much 
time and effort, and finding it, what 
does He do? He doesn’t scold it, or 
drive it back with the prodding of 
His staff. He gently places the lost 
sheep on His own shoulders and 
carries it back to the flock.

And so although His teaching 
and His judgements convict us, we 
want to be convicted by this Man, 
Who loves us and wants us to love 
ourselves as He loves us. To do 
that, we must not allow ourselves 
to be corrupted  by indulging our 
sinful nature. The way to resist 
those promptings is to enlarge the 
whole boundary of what is possible 
to love, and to contemplate the lov-
ing gentleness of the humanity of 
the Lord.

That is what we do in Stations of 
the Cross. We remember His love, 
and His wonderful patience. Not 
with those bad people way back 
when ... but with us, you and me. 
Here is Christ “more fair than all 
the sons of men,” and He offers His 
face to be spat upon by sinful men. 
Here is Christ, whose eyes rule the 
universe, which God made for Him, 
and He allows those eyes to be 
blindfolded by wicked men. Here 
is Christ, whose head strikes ter-
ror into principalities and powers, 
and He submits to the sharpness of 
thorns. And there is so much more, 
all part of the rich treasury of the 
Church where people, by hand-to-
hand combat have sought by God’s 
grace, to hammer out the imperfec-
tions and become like Christ. The 
Church’s Lenten liturgy and devo-
tions don’t do that combat in and 
of themselves, but rightly entered, 
they prompt and inspire us to do the 
homework and make the effort.

The Stations have that effect. 
Lent awakens a springtime hope 
in us. It is sort of like an army 
catching sight finally of the en-
emy after weeks of drill and hard 
marching has left the soldiers 
dispirited and sluggish. Suddenly 
the troops are looking at the en-
emy and they become pumped up 
and ready to have a go of it. The 
Stations of the Cross are like that, 
not that they are the enemy. Far 
from it! They show us the love 
of Christ and His patience. They 
awaken an energy  of hope by 
showing us our enemy that is us, 
and the reality of the battle of life 
and our conflict with evil.

Lent shows us the way to God 
opening before us, and it ener-
gizes us, always telling us that 
across our path to the heavenly 
country, lying right across that 
way, cutting off our road to God 
and holiness, lies our sin. So Lent 
both gives us hope and shows us 
the enemy, and the remedies it of-
fers are for the whole person, for 
again, the observance is not tak-
ing on an extra Mass or Stations, 
or doing some charitable work, or 
attending all the liturgies of Holy 
Week. Those are means to an end.

In a moment we will kneel in ad-
oration of Our Lord’s Body. For 
we are called to the Christian life 
not to a spiritual life. Our worship 
derives from a God enfleshed and 
still in the flesh, and we serve 
Him with our bodies as well as 
our minds and hearts. His Easter 
Victory is intended not to be an 
intellectual assent or exercise in 
good church attendance, but rath-
er these things and the other disci-
plines of Lent must lead to bring-
ing into subjection to Him all that 
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we have and are. It is that combi-
nation of inward and outward dis-
cipline, prayer, fasting, and alms-
giving, that addresses the need of 
the whole man, the whole woman, 
to be brought under submission 
to the gentle yoke and rule of the 
Saviour. And when we do that, it 
is promised we will find His yoke 
is easy and His burden light.

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached at Stations 
and Benediction on Friday, March 6, 
1998.

ASH WEDNESDAY
March 2, 2022 

Blessing & Imposition of Ashes 
Solemn Mass & Sermon 

7:30 P.M.

SUNDAYS IN LENT
The Mass each week begins with 

either The Great Litany or the 
sung Decalogue. Music is provid-
ed in the service leaflet or Hymnal. 
The Mass setting is The Fourth 
Communion Service, found in The 
Hymnal 1940. Processions in and 
out of the church are made in si-
lence and there are no organ pre-
ludes or postludes. Only on the 
Fourth Sunday of Lent are flowers 
placed upon the high altar.

SHORT NOTES
Ñ Many thanks to Dr. Janet Hunt 
who directed the music for Can-
dlemas, including several motets 
for four voices,
Ñ Parishioner Steven Hardy was 
once again our lone representa-
tive at this year’s March for Life, 
which was held in Washington, 
DC on January 21st. Steven is the 
Boston-area convener for Massa-
chusetts Citizens for Life.
Ñ Condolences of the parish go 
to Saint Theresa parish secretary 
Carol O’Brien, and her family, on 
the death of her father Jack Casey 
on January 10th. And to parishio-
ner Michael Bickford and his fam-
ily on the death of his mother Fran 
Bickford on January 28th. Fideli-
um animae per misericordiam Dei 
requiescant in pace. Amen.
Ñ A year’s-mind Mass will be 
offered for parishioner Arthur 
Swanberg on Saturday, March 5th, 
and for parishioner Leslie Hunt on 
Saturday, March 12th.
Ñ Lent books by two of our guest 
preachers (Fr Peter Stravinskas 
and Fr Romanus Cessario, OP) 
are available for purchase, as are 
copies of the Magnificat Lenten 
Companion.
Ñ Holy Week is April 10-17. 
Look for Easter Flower Envelopes 
in mid-March, and make a memo-
rial contribution to help decorate 
the church for the Queen of Feasts.

SAD NEWS
A parish priest in another diocese 

recently wrote he has permission 
to celebrate Mass in the extra-or-
dinary (Latin) form once a month 
but he cannot make the Mass pub-
lic through his parish bulletin or 
a public announcement. What are 
they afraid of?

ASHES WAITING TO 
BE WASHED AWAY

AFTER JESUS INITIATED 
 a miraculous catch of fish 

from Peter’s boat, the fisherman 
responded, Depart from me, Lord 
for I am a sinful man. But Jesus 
told him not to fear, for he would 
become a fisher of men. This is 
instructive for us who have been 
“caught” by Christ and who re-
pent on this Ash Wednesday.
We sometimes imagine Jesus 

backing away from our sinful-
ness in anger or disgust. But Peter 
discovered that he comes close to 
us, fearless of our sin. Jesus’ gaze 
sees past our sins to the image of 
his Father, to the son or daughter 
we are created to be. And the ex-
perience of this gaze transforms 
us, and makes us walking revela-
tions of his mercy to the world.
Today we gather in repentance 

before God our Father; and we 
will wear ashes on our faces be-
fore the world. The ashes tell 
everyone that we are sinners. 
But the ashes are waiting to be 
washed away from faces which 
communicate the joy of being 
created and redeemed by the love 
of the Father who comes close to 
us through the flesh of his Son.
Jesus went to the cross for the 

sake of the joy that lay before 
him. May we take up our crosses 
and repent as a loving and joyful 
response to God who comes so 
close!

Father Richard Veras
¶ Father Veras was ordained in 1996. 
He is Director of Pastoral Formation 
and Professor of Homiletics in St Jo-
seph’s Seminary, Yonkers, N.Y. He writes 
for Magnificat magazine.
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LET US FIX our attention on 
 the blood of Christ and rec-

ognize how precious it is to God 
his Father, since it was shed for our 
salvation and brought the grace of 
repentance to all the world.

If we review the various ages of 
history, we will see that in every 
generation the Lord has offered 
the opportunity of repentance to 
any who were willing to turn to 
him. When Noah preached God’s 
message of repentance, all who 
listened to him were saved. Jonah 
told the Ninevites they were going 
to be destroyed, but when they re-
pented, their prayers gained God’s 
forgiveness for their sins, and they 
were saved, even though they were 
not of God’s people.

Under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, the ministers of God’s 
grace have spoken of repentance; 
indeed, the Master of the whole 
universe himself spoke of repen-
tance with an oath: As I live, says 
the Lord, I do not wish the death 
of the sinner but the sinner’s re-
pentance. He added this evidence 
of his goodness: House of Israel, 
repent of your wickedness. Tell my 
people: If their sins should reach 
from earth to heaven, if they are 
brighter than scarlet and blacker 
than sackcloth, you need only turn 
to me with your whole heart and 
say, “Father,” and I will listen to 
you as to a holy people.

In other words, God wanted all 
his beloved ones to have the oppor-
tunity to repent and he confirmed 
this desire by his own almighty 
will. That is why we should obey 
his sovereign and glorious will and 

prayerfully entreat his mercy and 
kindness. We should be suppliant 
before him and turn to his com-
passion, rejecting empty works 
and quarreling and jealousy which 
only lead to death.

Brothers, we should be humble 
in mind, putting aside all arro-
gance, pride, and foolish anger. 
Rather, we should act in accor-
dance with the Scriptures, as the 
Holy Spirit says: The wise man 
must not glory in wisdom nor the 
strong in strength nor the rich in 
riches. Rather, let him who glories 
glory in the Lord, by seeking him 
and doing what is right and just. 
Recall especially what the Lord 
Jesus said when he taught gentle-
ness and forbearance. Be merciful, 
he said, so that you may have mer-
cy shown to you. Forgive, so that 
you may be forgiven. As you treat 
others, so you will be treated. As 
you give, so you will receive. As 
you judge, so you will be judged. 
As you are kind to others, so you 
will be treated kindly. The mea-
sure of your giving will be the 
measure of your receiving.

Let these commandments and 
precepts strengthen us to live in 
humble obedience to his sacred 
words. As Scripture asks: Whom 
shall I look upon with favor ex-
cept the humble, peaceful one who 
trembles at my words?

Sharing then in the heritage of so 
many vast and glorious achieve-
ments, let us hasten toward the 
goal of peace, set before us from 
the beginning. Let us keep our 
eyes firmly fixed on the Father 
and Creator of the whole universe, 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO REPENT
and hold fast to his splendid and 
transcendent gifts of peace and all 
his blessings.

Pope Saint Clement
¶ Saint Clement of Rome (c.33-99) was 
the Holy Father from 88 until his death. 
He is the first of the Apostolic Fathers of 
the Church, the group of leaders which 
followed the Apostles. The First Epistle 
of Clement dates from c.96 and is con-
sidered the oldest surviving epistle out-
side the New Testament.

In Confession, we tell our sins to 
the priest as clearly as possible. 
We speak in a low voice, and 
avoid any waste of time in ran-
dom talk.  We must tell all mortal 
sins; we may also mention what-
ever venial sins we wish to state.
During Lent many parishes add 
extra times for Confession.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
It is a sign of spring. 
Daylight Savings Time 
returns Sunday, March 
13th (at 2 AM). Set your 
clocks AHEAD one 

hour Saturday night.
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to them in such a way that “they 
went back to their natural parents 
loving them more.” Taking in the 
scene, the narrator is then taken 
aback when he realizes the reti-
nue includes scores of animals. 
“Did she keep a sort of zoo?” he 
asks. The answer: “Every beast 
and bird that came near her had 
its place in her love. In her they 
became themselves. And now 
the abundance of life she has in 
Christ from the Father flows over 
into them [...] there is joy enough 
in the little finger of a great saint 
such as yonder lady to waken all 
the dead things of the universe to 
life.”

Lewis illustrates a truth which 
provides rich material for medita-
tion: that behind the veneer of ev-
eryday appearances, there exists 
the vast and extraordinary uni-
verse of the spiritual and the su-
pernatural. Because this realm re-
mains invisible to the naked eye, 
it is quite possible that our vision 
never extends beyond the world 
of shadows and semi-blindness 
that presents itself to our senses. 
To penetrate the surface and to be-
gin to see reality in its fullness, we 
need Faith.

As part of His sacred mission to 
redeem mankind, Our Lord laid 

aside His glory. He did this so 
successfully that many thought 
that the carpenter’s son from Naz-
areth must be mad to believe that 
anyone would accept Him as the 
Son of God. On the Gospel ap-
pointed for the Second Sunday of 
Lent, however, we see how He re-
vealed a glimpse of His true glory 
to Peter, James, and John, in His 
Transfiguration on Mount Tabor. 
This vision of the Messiah radiat-
ing brilliant light and talking with 
Moses and Elias while the Fa-
ther’s voice declares from Heav-
en “This is My beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased: hear ye 
Him” (Mt 17.5), was perhaps giv-
en to encourage and sustain these 
three chosen disciples through the 
terrible trials that will follow dur-
ing His Passion. It also serves the 
purpose of sustaining us in Lent, 
reminding us that the end of our 
Lenten observances is glory – 
both in beholding the glory of the 
Beatific Vision in Heaven, and in 
participating in that glory now.

The season of Lent provides us 
with a practical means to readjust 
our vision. In fasting, we tem-
per the tyranny of our appetites, 
which so easily blind us to the 
spiritual realities that lie beyond 
the reach of our senses. In self-de-
nial, we unite ourselves with Our 
Lord’s sacrifice on the Cross, and 
we die to ourselves, so that the 
supernatural life of the Resurrec-
tion which was poured into us in 
Baptism might take ever greater 
possession of our hearts and souls. 
In almsgiving and works of char-
ity, we remind ourselves that our 
neighbour bears the image of God 
on his soul, so that in ministering 

IN THE GREAT DIVORCE, 
 an allegorical short novel deal-

ing with the soul’s entry into eter-
nity, C. S. Lewis describes an ex-
traordinary scene. Approaching in 
a procession, a woman is preced-
ed by luminous spirits who scatter 
flowers, and she is surrounded by 
boys and girls. The narrator ex-
plains that if only he could write 
down the notes of the musical set-
ting that accompany their song, 
“no man who ever read that score 
would ever grow sick or old.” As 
the woman comes closer, he real-
izes that she seems to be clothed 
“in the almost visible penumbra 
of her courtesy and joy which 
produces [...] the illusion of a 
great and shining train that ac-
companied her across the happy 
grass.” Dazzled by her “unbear-
able beauty,” and awe-struck by 
the thousand liveried angels who 
accompany her, the narrator asks 
his guide: “Is it? ... is it?”

Reading thus far the Provost as-
sumed, perhaps with the narra-
tor, that this magnificent woman 
could surely only be one person: 
the Queen of Heaven. But the re-
sponse that the narrator receives 
from his guide reveals an even 
more wonderful truth: on earth, 
this regal figure was in fact one 
Sarah Smith, who lived in Gold-
ers Green. Extraordinary in Heav-
en, her earthly life could not have 
been more ordinary, at least as 
far as outward appearances went. 
The young men and women who 
accompany her are the children 
whose lives were enhanced by her 
kindness, including the butcher’s 
boy who carried meat to her back 
door. She had become a mother 

TO PENETRATE THE SURFACE
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O MY SAVIOUR, 
RECEIVE YOUR 

TRAVELER

O JESUS! I present myself to 
you to make my journey in 

your company. I wish to depart 
from this world with you to your 
Father, whom you have wished 
to be my own. The world pass-
es away, says your apostle (1 Jn 
2:17). The form of this world is 
passing away (1 Cor 7:31), but 
I do not wish to pass away with 
this world; I wish to pass over to 
your Father. This is the journey 
that I have to make, and I want to 
make it with you. In the old Pass-
over, the Jews who were to leave 
Egypt for the Promised Land had 
to present themselves in traveler’s 
garb, with staff in hand and loins 
girt and sandals on their feet, and 
they had to eat in haste, ready to 
march at any moment (Ex 12:11). 
This is the image of the condi-
tion in which the Christian should 
place himself in order to make 
his Passover with Jesus, in order 
to pass to his Father with him. O 
my Savior, receive your traveler! 
Here I am ready, holding on to 
nothing. I want to leave this world 
with you and go to the Father.

Why do I hesitate to leave? Am 
I still attached to this life? What 
error pins me to this place of ex-
ile? You are going to depart, my 
Savior, and resolved though I am 
to go with you, yet I am troubled 
when I am told that all good things 
must be left behind.

Cowardly traveler: what do you 
fear? The journey that you have 
to make is that same one that our 
Savior will make in our Gospel: 
are you afraid to go with him? 

Listen: Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart out of this 
world. What is there that is so lov-
able in this world that you are un-
willing to leave it with your Sav-
ior Jesus? Would he have left it, 
if it were good to remain in? Lis-
ten, once again, Christian: Jesus 
departs out of this world to go to 
the Father. If it were necessary to 
leave this world without going to 
a better place—even if this world 
be a small thing and we lose little 
in losing it—we could regret it be-
cause we would not have anything 
better. Yet this is not the kind of 
journey you must make. Jesus 
leaves this world to go to his Fa-
ther. Christian, you depart for a 
Father. The place you are leaving 
is one of exile, and you will return 
to the paternal home.

Jacques-Bénigne Bossuet
¶ Bishop Bossuet (1627-1704) was a 
French bishop and renowned preacher. 
This excerpt comes from Meditations for 
Lent, edited by Christopher 0. Blum for 
Sophia Institute Press (2013). The exte-
rior of the Sanders Theatre at Harvard 
University includes the busts of the eight 
greatest orators of all time, including 
Bossuet, Demosthenes, Cicero, and St 
John Chrysostom.

to the needy we pay great honour 
to God Himself. In deepening our 
prayer life, we widen the channels 
of communication, so that God is 
able to communicate His Divine 
Life to us in abundance.

If we are not careful, our vision 
can become permanently fixed on 
what is happening in front of us, 
so that the more significant back-
ground becomes so blurred that it 
disappears, and we end up living 
in a world of unreality or half real-
ity. Lent is the perfect opportunity 
to adjust the focus. If we make 
the most of this holy season then, 
with God’s grace, we shall be able 
to participate in a marvellous way 
in the glory of Our Lord’s Resur-
rection on Easter Sunday.

The Provost
¶ This article appeared in the February 
2016 (Vol. 93, No. 1137) issue of The 
Oratory Parish Magazine, a publication 
of the Brompton (London) Oratory.

SAINT PATRICK’S DAY
Thursday, March 19, 2022

Saint Patrick is patron saint of 
The Archdiocese of Boston. 

There is always a Solemn Mass in 
The Cathedral of the Holy Cross on 
Saint Patrick’s Day. There is music 
sung in Gaelic, and often a pot of 
shamrocks for worshippers to take 
home. In this graphic Saint Patrick is 
seen banishing snakes from Ireland.

PATRON OF THE 
UNIVERSAL CHURCH

Saint Joseph’s Day 
Saturday, March 19, 2022

Low Mass & Sermon at 8:00 AM  
At the Marian altar in St Theresa 
of Ávila Church, West Roxbury
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

A MASTERPIECE 
OF GOD’S WISDOM

SHE WAS ALREADY en-
dowed with this personal 

sanctity when the Archangel Ga-
briel approached her with his 
message of infinite import: Hail, 
full of grace, the Lord is with thee; 
blessed art thou among women 
(Lk 1:28). ...
The words of the heavenly spirit 

are the picture of Mary’s soul such 
as it was before the mystery of 
the Incarnation lifted that soul to 
an entirely new plane of sanctity 
and perfection. The angel’s words 
have reference to Mary’s actual 
state, the spotless angel meets the 
spotless woman. ...
There is ... one spiritual fact 

of absolute certainty: the divine 
motherhood is the primary, the 
central fact in Mary’s election 
and predestination on the part of 
God. She is not a saint to whom 
divine motherhood was be  stowed 
as an extra grace; she is the di-
vine Mother to whom sanctity 
has been granted as a necessary 
spiritual complement. Divine 
motherhood is a grace, or rather, a 
spiritual marvel so prodigious, so 
unique in its nature, that it must 
be considered as the all overpow-
ering spiritual factor in the person 
who receives it. All other endow-
ments of soul and body in that 
ever-blessed person could not be 
anything except a preparation for, 
and a sequel to, that great mystery 
of divine life. ...
The Catholic love of the Mother 

of God is essentially a great thing; 
divine maternity is a masterpiece 
of God’s wisdom, to give plea-
sure to the keenest and greatest 
intellect. It is a source of spiritual 

power; it is the foundation of an 
immense hope; it breeds a love 
that is strong as death. The divine 
maternity is a thing full of majes-
ty, and the whole creation stands 
in awe before the overpowering 
glory of the blessed vision, the 
Mother with the Child.

Dom Anscar Vonier, O.S.B.
¶ Martin Vonier (1875-1938) was a 
Benedictine, given the name Anscar 
when he entered the novitiate. He was 
Abbot of Buckfast Abbey in Devon, Eng-
land from 1906. One of his many books 
is The Divine Motherhood, (1921) from 
which this selection is taken.

THE SOLEMNITY OF 
THE ANNUNCIATION 

TO THE  
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Friday, March 25, 2022 
Procession, Solemn High Mass, 

& Sermon 
7:30 PM

COIN FOLDER
Lenten self-denial coin folders 
distributed at the beginning of 
Lent should be returned soon af-
ter Easter. All proceeds benefit the 
work of Catholic Charities.
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128 to Route 9. At the signal for Reservoir 
Road, take the right; the Church parking lot is a 
short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132
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