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Dr. Dora Chaplin (at the General Theological Seminary in New York City) used to 

say “Boys, there is no greater gift to you than the asked question.” And for over 

fifty years in the ordained ministry I have been blessed by parishioners who ask 

questions. Recently one asked about how to understand Romans 12:3. St Paul 

instructed that although we are all equal in God’s love, “the measure of faith” He 

gives varies from one individual to another. Our Lord’s reply to the Canaanite 

woman (asking for healing for her daughter) was “great is thy faith” (Matthew 

15:28). What other explanation is there than that there is also faith that is not 

great? 

In Sunday gospels we have been hearing about Our Lord Jesus on a preaching tour 

of Galilee. The reviews were mixed. The actual sermons (at Nazareth and from the 

boat at the beach near Capernaum) are not recorded. This is not because the 

disciples and evangelists ignored Christ’s sermons! Their absence serves as a 

reminder the Gospel is not primarily the good news of what Jesus taught but Who 

He is and what He did for our redemption. But how could those sermons be 

anything but perfect, above superlative, when the Word Incarnate proclaimed and 

preached on the Word written? Yet at Nazareth the people wanted to lynch Jesus! 

In contrast, at Capernaum they couldn’t get enough of Him, so much so that He left 

town and preached at the shore. 

There is a painting by 19th Century English artist Edwin Long, who visited the Sea 

of Galilee to find the location where Jesus preached. You have to go to India to see 

the painting! But in his diary, Edwin Long describes a small bay near Capernaum, 

where deep water comes right up close to the beach. This would allow a large boat 

near shore to have sufficient water under its keel. The bay was small, and calm 

water is a great sounding board. (Just ask anybody trying to sleep on a boat in a 

marina on Saturday night!)  

Perhaps this is the place where Our Lord gave His first boat sermon. He had come 

to the Sea of Galilee for two reasons. He wanted to get away from the adulation of 

the Capernaum townspeople. And He wanted to issue His final call to four 

fishermen, Peter, Andrew, James, and John. These men had been with the Lord 

previously, and then went back to work in order to think things over. It would have 

been convenient to the Lord’s purpose if no one else was present. But there was a 
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crowd. And people meant the opportunity for teaching. So Jesus taught. That was 

the scene Edwin Long painted. And he thinks the Lord was telling the Parable of 

the Sower. 

The disciples always remembered that something happened after the sermon from 

the boat. Jesus did something entirely unexpected. Instead of telling the four 

fishermen “Now come with Me” He took charge of the very work they were being 

asked to give up in order to follow Him. To their surprise, Jesus ordered them to 

resume fishing! 

Peter must have smiled at the direction. He was the fisherman. Jesus was a 

carpenter. But Peter obeyed out of respect for the One he called “Master.” But at 

the end of the incident, now in awe and reverence, Peter called Jesus “Lord.” And 

that is the heart of the matter. 

This pericope is most often called “the miraculous catch of fish” when it is really 

the miraculous catch of Simon Peter! What then was the “measure of faith” 

Almighty God doled out to St Peter? Only the Holy Ghost knows! But Peter 

connected the dots when all the others were busy hauling in the fish. Peter knew he 

was in the presence of God. 

So many people need to learn that faith comes through obedience and not the other 

way round. It is not that we are entitled to faith simply by showing up at the door. 

We must use the means of grace God has provided each of us severally, in order to 

bring our lives under the control of His will.  

In the boat that day the Lord Jesus gave Peter three commands. Thrust out a little 

from the land. Don’t be earthbound and have your life dominated by material 

things. Seek things above (Colossians 3:2) means concentrate more on things of 

eternity, where rust does not corrupt and thieves do no break in and steal. (Matthew 

6:19-20) Launch out into the deep. Explore the depths of God’s love. Consider 

His goodness and let His majesty and tender mercy enter your heart. Let down 

your nets for a draught. Learn to accept the portion of grace God gives for your 

peace and strength. And open wide your life because the Lord desires to give you 

all your soul can ever need.  


