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COVID-19 UPDATES
The Town of Brookline (which includes Chestnut Hill) lifted its indoor mask mandate for all individuals in 
public spaces on Saturday, March 12th. (The Archdiocese of Boston lifted its mask mandate on February 28th). 
Business and other facilities can still require masks on their own, and the Brookline Department of Public 
Health encourages everyone to maintain a mask-friendly environment. The health commissioner said, “We are 
cautiously lifting the mask mandate, but I want to remind all residents and business owners that the Covid-19 
pandemic remains unpredictable.” For Ordinariate services the mask mandate is lifted and we continue to main-
tain a mask-friendly environment and encourage social distancing in the church building.

FEARLESS AND UNEMBARRASSED PROCLAMATION
IN THE GOSPELS, we see a 

 pattern of tension in the in-
teractions between Our Lord 
and many of His listeners, and 
especially with the religious 
hierarchy of Jerusalem. The 
more He reveals of His mis-
sion and of His divine iden-
tity, the more the opposition 
against Him swells. In the fifth 
chapter of St John’s Gospel, 
He is condemned for healing a 
paralysed man on the Sabbath. 
In response: to this criticism, 
He says to His detractors: “My 
Father is working still, and 
I am working.” On hearing 
this “the Jews sought all the more 
to kill Him because He not only 
broke the Sabbath, but made Him-
self equal with God.” His reaction 
to this is to push the point of His 
equality with the Father even fur-
ther: “The Father judges no one, 
but has given all judgment to the 
Son, that all may honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father.”

What is revealed in the Gospel, 
then, is the following dynamic 
of tension: 1. Our Lord proposes 
doctrine; 2. A number of His lis-
teners are severely rattled; 3. Our 
Lord counters their opposition not 
by softening His message in order 
to defuse the hostility, but by ex-
pounding on the controverted doc-
trine with even greater clarity and 

force than before. The end re-
sult: there remains little room 
for doubt regarding His mean-
ing, and out of the murkiness 
of ignorance comes the pure 
nutritious milk of Catholic 
doctrine. His enemies, mean-
while, harden their resolve to 
bring Him down.

On Good Friday this inter-
play culminates in a political 
intrigue among the religious 
and political leaders of Jeru-
salem which secures the Cru-
cifixion of God the Son. Our 
Lord accepts this consequence 
of telling the truth. The grain 

of wheat that falls to the ground 
and dies on Calvary bursts back 
into life on Easter Sunday, and 
His Gospel of salvation explodes 
with irrepressible vigour at Pen-
tecost.

The Church follows Our Lord 
in this mission of fearless and un-
embarrassed proclamation of the 
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Gospel. Many are the instances in 
history in which the ‘dynamic of 
tension’ has borne fruits that have 
enriched our understanding of the 
Faith and our devotion. In the 5th 

Century, the Patriarch of Constan-
tinople, Nestorius, downplayed the 
role of Our Lady in salvation his-
tory. Arguing that She gave birth 
to Our Lord’s human but not His 
divine nature, Nestorius proposed 
that the Blessed Virgin should be 
properly honoured with the title 
Christokos (Christ-bearer). At the 
Council of Ephesus in 431 A.D., 
the Church not only condemned 
Nestorius’ teaching as heresy on 
the grounds that Our Lady gave 
birth not to a nature but to a per-
son, and the divine and human 
natures of Our Lord are united, 
within that one divine Person; She 
also honoured Our Lady with the 
highest possible title of Theotokos 
(God-bearer), so that henceforth 
She would be hailed as Mother of 
God.

In the 16th Century, the dogma 
of Transubstantiation came under 
assault when significant parts of 
Christendom protested that what 
was bread at the beginning of Mass 
remained bread after the words of 
Consecration. The Church wasted 
no effort searching for a ‘middle 
way’ to accommodate the dissent-
ers. Neither was She satisfied in 
merely restating Her doctrine on 
the Sacrifice of the Mass and on 
the substantial transformation of 
bread into Our Lord’s living Body 
and Blood; She went further than 
this and promoted the Forty Hours 
Devotion, in which the Sacred 
Host is honoured with maximum 
solemnity, and the faithful are in-
vited to lavish on the Blessed Sac-

rament the adoration that is due to 
Almighty God alone. This was not 
for the sake of being provocative, 
but rather because She saw in the 
controversy a God-given oppor-
tunity to promote devotion to the 
most precious gift that Our Lord 
has given us on earth – the gift of 
His own Self as food to nourish 
and sanctify us.

In pushing the point of Transub-
stantiation to its logical conclu-
sion, the Church is faithful to Her 
divine Spouse. Nowhere is the 
‘dynamic of tension’ more evident 
than in the 6th chapter of St John’s 
Gospel. When Our Lord announc-
es, “I am the bread of life”, there 
is indignation among the Jews. He 
counters their murmuring by re-
peating His initial claim with even 
greater emphasis: “If any one eats 
of this bread, he will live forever; 
and the bread which I shall give for 
the life of the world is my flesh.” 
The tension escalates until many 
of the disciples beg Our Lord to 
back down: His popularity after 
the miracle of the feeding of the 
multitude is at an all-time high, 
they argue; how can He throw it 
all away by insisting on this “hard 
saying” that no one wants to hear? 
But Our Lord presses on, so that 
“after this many of His disciples 
drew back and no longer went 
about with Him.” The lesson here 
is surely that we are never to sacri-
fice the truth for popular acclaim. 

Elsewhere we find the ‘dynamic 
of tension’ at work on the sub-
ject of marriage. In the 19th chap-
ter of St Matthew’s Gospel, the 
Pharisees question Our Lord on 
divorce. He replies that after mar-
riage a couple is “no longer two; 

but one”, adding: “What therefore 
God has joined together, let no man 
put asunder.” The Pharisees retort 
that even Moses allowed for the 
possibility of divorce. Our Lord re-
sponds: “For your hardness of hearts 
Moses allowed you to divorce your 
wives, but from the beginning it 
was not so.” The disciples complain 
that this hard-line approach makes 
marriage sound such a formidable 
undertaking that it does not seem 
worth the trouble. Our Lord refus-
es to back-peddle. He has come to 
give us new hearts. As a result of 
this particular ‘dynamic tension’ we 
are left in no doubt about the indis-
solubility of the marriage bond.

The Provost
¶ This excerpt is from an article published 
in THE ORATORY PARISH MAGA-
ZINE, the parish paper of the Brompton 
(London) Oratory, April, 2015 (Vol 92, No. 
1127) issue.

Easter Flower Envelopes are 
available for your contributions to 
help with the cost of flowers in St. 
Lawrence Church during Easter-
tide. Memorials and thanksgivings 
are listed in the service leaflets. 
Please return your gifts and infor-
mation by April 10th.
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Ñ Mrs. Christine Coulsey has be-
come our business manager. She 
succeeds Mr. Rick Timmerman, 
who has managed our financial af-
fairs for the past three years and 
has decided to fully retire. Chris-
tine comes highly recommended, 
has worked with the archdiocesan 
finance systems for many years, 
and serves as business manager 
for a collaborative of parishes in 
Quincy. Many thanks to Rick and 
welcome to Christine.

Ñ During April, a Saturday year’s-
mind Mass will be offered for Pope 
St John Paul II on April 2nd,  Abbot 
Gabriel Gibbs, OSB on April 9th, 
and parishioner Ronald Jaynes on 
April 23rd. May they rest in peace.

Ñ Your prayers are also requested 
for the family of Michael Echaniz, 
24, who was murdered in San An-
tonio on March 10th. The shooting 
was outside his home as he pre-
pared to go to work at a local pri-
vate school.

Ñ Two books of interest: Joseph 
Pearce’s Faith of Our Fathers, A 

History of True England. It tells 
the story of those who remained 
true to the Catholic Faith through-
out both joyful and perilous times. 
And Confessions of a Cafeteria 
Catholic, by Peter Kreeft and Nat 
Whilk. The promotion says Nat 
pens a twenty  point manifesto for 
“cafeteria Catholics” and Peter has 
an answer for Nat that spans over a 
hundred pages. Both titles are pub-
lished by Ignatius Press.

Ñ You might also consider a se-
ries teaching The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church produced by Our 
Sunday Visitor and available at 
RealTrue.org.

Ñ Hercules Press in West Roxbury 
generously prints our parish paper 
at no charge to the congregation, 
for which we are grateful. Please 
consider Hercules Press for your 
printing needs.

Ñ In May: Ordinations to the Sa-
cred Priesthood on May 21st in 
the Cathedral of the Holy Cross. 
Ascension Day is Thursday, May 
26th, a Holy Day of Obligation.

SHORT NOTES THE ALIENATING 
EFFECTS OF SIN

ONCE when I preached on 
the words of Christ, I have 

not come to call the righteous to 
repentance but sinners, a person 
came up afterwards and asked, 
“Then, Father, why be good?” 
My first response was to assure 
the questioner that Jesus does not 
intend for us to remain sinners. 
He rather calls us away from sin. 
Why? Sinful behavior alienates 
us from God’s embrace. As a re-
sult, sinners think to themselves, 
“How can God love someone who 
does the things that I do?” Christ’s 
words today address such persons. 
[Luke 5:27-32]

If you have never thought about 
the alienating effects of sin, then 
the words of Jesus may not strike 
you as compelling. If you never 
examine your conscience, you 
may think that Jesus today ad-
dresses someone else. Even if you 
live a pretty good life, you may 
pass over these words without giv-
ing them a second thought. Lent, 
however, provides for the spiritual 
growth of all Catholics, not just 
those who are conscious of grave 
sin.

When Jesus made a point of din-
ing with sinners, he kept each one 
of us in mind. All Catholics require 
the assurance that while sins alien-
ate us from God, the Savior comes 
into the world to reverse this alien-
ation. Lent affords a time to focus 
on this mystery so that we will find 
an Easter joy that soberly envelops 
every aspect of our lives.

Father Romanus Cessario, OP
¶ Fr Cessario is professor of theology in 
Ave Maria College in Florida and senior 
editor of Magnificat magazine. He has 
been our guest preacher many times.

Solemn Evensong & Benediction
Passion Sunday

April 3, 2022 5:00 PM
Music to include the motet Eripe Me Domine by Orlando di Lasso

Evensong and Benediction is also scheduled for Sunday, April 24th at 
5:00 PM
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IT IS A MAXIM of Catholic as-
cetical theology that we cannot 

begin by being faithful in great 
matters if we have not been faith-
ful in the small things.

The story of the dinner party giv-
en by the newly converted Levi 
[Luke 5:27-32] reminds me that 
Father Harrison used to tell of an 
acquaintance who was a high soci-
ety lady. (Father was probably her 
confessor, but of course he never 
said that.) At any rate, he remem-
bers this woman always taking 
a few seconds, during some lull 
at a dinner party, to recollect Our 
Lord’s Presence in her heart. Fr 
Harrison may have given her that 
idea, so that, in this very small, and 
seemingly insignificant, way, she 
might be less likely to be disloyal 
to Jesus in conversation. So there it 
is: the little, daily, faithfulness and 
self-denial. And by God’s grace, 
these add up to a life of constancy 
and stability in the Catholic faith.

It was today’s evangelist, St Luke, 
alone, who told us Our Lord said 
to those who follow Him “take up 
your cross daily, and follow Me.” 
[9:23] That word daily means we 

do not have to wait for the un-
likely possibility a first-century 
Roman execution squad is going 
to appear to make us martyrs! The 
word daily means that today we 
can show our worthiness to bear 
the noble title Christian. Jesus in-
structs us it is our small daily aus-
terities that make a heroic life in 
the faith.

In this Lenten season especially, 
approach some little daily self-
denial as a glad response in loy-
alty to Him Who was crucified 
for us. And let us combine that 
sacrifice with the voice of praise 
and thanksgiving to the One Who 
loves us so.

Father Bradford
¶ A sermon preached at Mass on Satur-
day, February 28, 2004.

SMALL WAYS ADD UP

ORDINARIATE OF THE 
CHAIR OF SAINT PETER

THE 2022 Bishop’s Appeal 
provides funds for the evan-

gelizing mission of The Ordinari-
ate of the Chair of St Peter. Pledge 
cards and contribution envelopes 
are available with a letter from 
Bishop Lopes.

COIN FOLDER

LENTEN self-denial coin 
 folders distributed at the 

beginning of Lent should be re-
turned soon after Easter. All pro-
ceeds benefit the work of Catholic 
Charities.

Stations of the Cross &  
Benediction of the  
Blessed Sacrament
Friday, April 8, 2022 

7:30 PM
Traditional Stations of the Cross 

Sermon
Solemn Benediction

“FAITH in the Resurrection 
 of Jesus says that there is 

a future for every human being; 
the cry for unending life which 
is a part of the person is indeed 
answered. Through Jesus we do 
know ‘the room where exiled love 
lays down its victory.’ He himself 
is this place, and he calls us to be 
with him and in dependence on 
him. He calls us to keep this place 
open within the world so that he, 
the exiled love may reappear over 
and over in the world. … God ex-
ists: that is the message of Easter. 
Anyone who even begins to grasp 
what this means also knows what 
it means to be redeemed.”

Pope Benedict XVI
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Palm Sunday, April 10th

11:30 AM .......................................... Blessing & Distribution of Palms
The Reading of the Passion

Solemn Mass & Sermon
Maundy Thursday, April 14th

7:30 PM ........................................ Commemoration of the Last Supper
Solemn Mass & Sermon
Watch at Altar of Repose

until 10:00 PM
Good Friday, April 15th

3:00 PM ......................................................... The Good Friday Liturgy
The Reading of the Passion - The Solemn Collects

Veneration of the Cross
Mass of the Pre-Sanctified

Holy Saturday, April 16th
9:00 AM ..................................................................... The Altar Service
8:00 PM .............................................................. The Great Easter Vigil

Blessing of the Paschal Candle - The Prophecies
Solemn Mass & Sermon

Easter Day, April 17th
11:30 AM ........................................................ Solemn Mass & Sermon

HOLY WEEK 2022THE LOVING GEN-
TLENESS OF JESUS

THE PERFECTION of broth-
erly love lies in the love of 

one’s enemies. We can find no 
greater inspiration for this than 
grateful remembrance of the won-
derful patience of Christ. He who 
is more fair than all the sons of 
men offered his fair face to be spat 
upon by sinful men; he allowed 
those eyes that rule the universe 
to be blindfolded by wicked men; 
he bared his back to the scourg-
es; he submitted that head which 
strikes terror in principalities and 
powers to the sharpness of the 
thorns; he gave himself up to be 
mocked and reviled, and at the 
end endured the cross, the nails, 
the lance, the gall, the vinegar, re-
maining always gentle, meek and 
full of peace.
In short, he was led like a sheep 

to the slaughter, and like a lamb 
before the shearers he kept silent, 
and did not open his mouth.
Who could listen to that won-

derful prayer, so full of warmth, 
of love, of unshakeable seren-
ity—Father, forgive them—and 
hesitate to embrace his enemies 
with overflowing love? Father, 
he says, forgive them. Is any gen-
tleness, any love, lacking in this 
prayer?          Continued on page 62
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This is something 
amazing and unheard 
of! It was not we who 
actually died, were 
buried and rose again. 
We only did these 
things symbolically, 
but we have been 
saved in actual fact. 
It is Christ who was 
crucified, who was 
buried and who rose 
again, and all this has 

been attributed to us. We share in 
his sufferings symbolically and 
gain salvation in reality. What 
boundless love for men! Christ’s 
undefiled hands were pierced by 
the nails; he suffered the pain. I 
experience no pain, no anguish, 
yet by the share that I have in his 
sufferings he freely grants me sal-
vation.

Let no one imagine that baptism 
consists only in the forgiveness 
of sins and in the grace of adop-
tion. Our baptism is not like the 
baptism of John, which conferred 
only the forgiveness of sins. We 
know perfectly well that bap-
tism, besides washing away our 
sins and bringing us the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, is a symbol of the 
sufferings of Christ. This is why 
Paul exclaims: Do you not know 
that when we were baptized into 
Christ Jesus we were, by that very 
action, sharing in his death? By 
baptism we went with him into the 
tomb.

The Jerusalem Catecheses
¶ These twenty-three lectures, given to 
candidates for baptism during Lent and 
Easter Week, are attributed to St Cyril of 
Jerusalem (c.313-386). The exact date of 
composition is open to debate.

YOU were led 
down to the 

font of holy bap-
tism just as Christ 
was taken down 
from the cross and 
placed in the tomb 
which is before 
your eyes. Each of 
you was asked, “Do 
you believe in the 
name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit?” You made the 
profession of faith that brings sal-
vation, you were plunged into the 
water, and three times you rose 
again. This symbolized the three 
days Christ spent in the tomb.

As our Savior spent three days 
and three nights in the depths of 
the earth, so your first rising from 
the water represented the first day 
and your first immersion repre-
sented the first night. At night a 
man cannot see, but in the day he 
walks in the light. So when you 
were immersed in the water it was 
like night for you and you could 
not see, but when you rose again 
it was like coming into broad day-
light. In the same instant you died 
and were born again; the saving 
water was both your tomb and 
your mother.

Solomon’s phrase in another 
context is very apposite here. He 
spoke of a time to give birth, and 
a time to die. For you, however, it 
was the reverse: a time to die, and 
a time to be born, although in fact 
both events took place at the same 
time and your birth was simulta-
neous with your death.

BAPTISM: COMING INTO BROAD DAYLIGHTYet he put into it something 
more. It was not enough to pray 
for them: he wanted also to make 
excuses for them. Father, forgive 
them, for they do not know what 
they are doing. They are great 
sinners, yes, but they have little 
judgment; therefore, Father, for-
give them. They are nailing me to 
the cross, but they do not know 
who it is that they are nailing to 
the cross: if they had known, they 
would never have crucified the 
Lord of glory; therefore, Father, 
forgive them. They think it is a 
lawbreaker, an impostor claiming 
to be God, a seducer of the peo-
ple. I have hidden my face from 
them, and they do not recognize 
my glory; therefore, Father, for-
give them, for they do not know 
what they are doing.
If someone wishes to love him-

self he must not allow himself to 
be corrupted by indulging his sin-
ful nature. If he wishes to resist the 
promptings of his sinful nature he 
must enlarge the whole horizon of 
his love to contemplate the loving 
gentleness of the humanity of the 
Lord. Further, if he wishes to sa-
vor the joy of brotherly love with 
greater perfection and delight, he 
must extend even to his enemies 
the embrace of true love.
But if he wishes to prevent this 

fire of divine love from growing 
cold because of injuries received, 
let him keep the eyes of his soul 
always fixed on the serene pa-
tience of his beloved Lord and 
Savior.

Saint Aelred
¶ St Aelred (1110-1167) was abbot of 
the Cistercian monastery at Rievaulx in 
Northern Yorkshire, England. The mon-
astery was destroyed during the protes-
tant reformation. This excerpt is from his 
Mirror of Charity, an early work.
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. 

SAINT MARK THE EVANGELIST
Feast Day: April 25th

A constant attendant on St Peter, St Mark accompanied him to Italy, 
where he is said to have written his gospel account based upon what 
St Peter preached. He founded the Church in Egypt and Libya and was 
martyred at Alexandria about the year 68. His relics are venerated in 
Saint Mark’s Cathedral in Venice.

LAW CANNOT BE divorced 
from morality and, there 

is a reason to think, morality, at 
least in the long run, cannot be 
divorced from religion. Law and 
religion are alike, therefore, as 
reinforcements of social order. 
It is a subject for speculation at 
least, whether either can long re-
main healthy and self-confident 
without the other. Each imposes 
obligations, but each is subject to 
the therapeutic heresy, softening 
those obligations to accommo-
date individual desires.

Judge Robert Bork

¶ Judge Bork (1927-2012) was an Amer-
ican judge, legal scholar, and served as 
Solicitor General of the United States 
(1973-1977). The U.S. Senate rejected 
Bork’s nomination to the United States 
Supreme Court. This is an excerpt of an 
article, “Thomas More for Our Season’’ 
published in the June, 1999 issue of First 
Things journal.
¶ In Robert Bolt’s A Man for All Sea-
sons St Thomas More says “God made 
the angels to show His splendor as He 
made animals for innocence and plants 
for their simplicity. But man He made 
to serve Him wittily, in the tangle of his 
mind.” Man does not serve God in pride 
and the certainty of the individual con-
science, but in the tangle of his mind.

MORALITY CANNOT BE 
DIVORCED FROM RELIGION
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128(95) to Route 9 east. At the signal for 
Reservoir Road, take the right; the Church parking 
lot is a short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir
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