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The combination of words, movement, and audio-visual presentations, are a jump 

start to our thinking on a deeper level. This common experience gives the Church a 

great advantage in proclaiming the Gospel. With words, processions, stained glass, 

frescoes, statues, music, (and even smells!) the Mass is a mixed-media event. On 

Holy Cross Day 35 years ago, our family went to Mass in All Saints’ Church in 

Boston (which five years later became my own parish). After the service our son 

said the thing that impressed him was the choirboys all wore black shoes. No 

sneakers! That was one way the message got through that something important was 

happening. 

Something like that happened to me a few years later when we were finishing a 

visit to The Cloisters, that division of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New 

York City. (Many of you have been there.) Following the suggested route through 

the museum one of the last things you see is an Annunciation triptych by the 15th 

century Flemish master Robert Campin (here). In the center panel the Blessed 

Virgin Mary is having her dramatic confrontation with the Archangel Gabriel. But 

in the right side panel St Joseph is in his workshop making mousetraps. You heard 

that right. And mousetraps haven’t changed much since the 15th Century!  

On his own authority the Master of Meroda would not have portrayed the Patron of 

the Universal Church making mousetraps. He probably didn’t get his idea from a 

book. (Gutenberg’s printing press dates from c.1450.) More likely Robert Campin 

heard about St Joseph in sermons. And somewhere in St Augustine’s writings the 

Incarnation is described as the devil’s mousetrap. In the Book of Job Satan is 

depicted as roaming about the world and taking note of things. But at the 

Incarnation Almighty God entered creation in such a lowly and humble out-of-the-

way set of circumstances, that the Son of God was born without the devil taking 

notice. Bethlehem was under the radar. 

That understanding enriches our understanding of the Temptation of Christ in the 

wilderness. The devil is not stupid. He doesn’t dare approach Almighty God with 

an offer of sleazy shortcuts. But temptation means testing. And the devil was 

testing to find out if Jesus was a man uniquely favored by God. Or was He 

something more? Modern man doesn’t see the difference. But the devil did. He is 

the father of lies, but he also knows the truth even when we do not. You recall that 

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/470304
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in Our Lord’s confrontation with demons, the demons are the first to acclaim 

Christ, and He makes them hold their peace. But it does not follow these demons 

know for sure that Jesus is Son of God. It may be they were guessing His identity 

as a result of the temptations conducted by the devil in the wilderness. These 

temptations apparently did not lead to any definite conclusion, for we are told the 

devil left the Lord “for a more opportune time.” The verdict was not in, but the 

news was not good for Hell. If the Conqueror of Hell had indeed come to earth in 

man’s flesh, that meant the devil’s days were numbered! 

Blessed Jesus thought it important to describe these temptations in great detail to 

His disciples. There were no onlookers in the wilderness, no reporter from The 

New York Times, and the evangelists didn’t interview the devil! But what the Lord 

did not describe was the fierceness of the temptation. The battle in the Garden of 

Gethsemane shows the fierceness, describing sweat like great drops of blood. But 

in all His contests with the devil there was the unbearable repugnance and horror 

which the unfallen nature of Christ felt in the presence of the twisted forms of 

disorder, disaster, and pain. Astronomy talks about light years. But it cannot 

calculate the distance between evil and the holiness of perfect love. Both Old and 

New Testaments tell us evil is destroyed by God’s Presence. We have a sign of that 

fact in God’s creation. Total darkness is destroyed when you switch on the lamp. 

But it is impossible for us to comprehend the terrible fierceness of this encounter 

of Our Lord Jesus with Satan. 

What we do know is God our Father permitted His beloved Son to be assaulted by 

the blasphemous and sacrilegious devil. Divine Wisdom allows for your and my 

spiritual trials as well. They are permitted to work for our good end. And we know 

the end is good because God Who allows it is good. We are not always very 

confident about what goes on while we are on our way to the good end. (The 

ravages of war in Ukraine and the specter of nuclear attacks is a case in point.) But 

our Heavenly Father’s purpose for you and me is achieved by the merits and grace 

of His Son, and through Him our battles with evil. The conflict increases our 

strength and proves to us our love for God. And when we are victorious over 

temptations this wins a glorious triumph for the Blessed Lord Jesus.   


