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Pick the greatest understatement in the Bible and you might choose the one you 
just heard: St Peter saying “It is good that we are here.” But given that even 
unusual events can often find us at a loss of words, we can cut Peter some slack. 
And after an unparalleled and extraordinary experience you and I might very well 
throw up our hands and say, “You had to be there.” 

Many years ago the periodical letter of the All Saints Sisters at Catonsville, 
Maryland told the story of a man who went for his daily run before dinner. It was 
winter, and his snow-covered path was in the woods. Deer suddenly appeared all 
around him, running alongside. Together with them, he jumped fallen tree limbs 
and swerved around bushes, and for a magnificent while this two-legged human 
runner kept up with these splendid animals. But he finally fell down and was cut 
and bruised. Returning home, his wife saw the cuts and scrapes and thought he had 
been hit by a car. But sitting breathlessly on a kitchen chair while she cleaned his 
wounds, the man told his wife he was all right and that he had just had the most 
exhilarating experience of his life. But the man was at a loss of words. You had to 
be there. 

What Peter, James, and John experienced on the mount of Transfiguration must 
have been like that, only greater. They hadn’t been running with deer. What they 
had seen was a glimpse of the glory of God. All the Hebrew prophets and sages 
believed no one could see God’s glory and live. So darn right Peter said “It is good 
that we are here!” You can’t get tickets for that show! 

Glory is an attribute of God. It is inseparable from Him. It makes His Presence 
known to those who have been in it. Throughout history many holy men and 
women have sensed the numinous and supernatural as an almost tangible 
sweetness and sometimes even a scent or smell of Almighty God. The ancient 
Hebrews had a word for it. Shekinah. And this aura is a game-changer. When 
experienced, everything else is put in a new light. 

Many people today discount the incident of the Transfiguration. They disdainfully 
call it a 1st Century version of Hollywood smoke and mirrors, recounted by gullible 
and uneducated people. The three apostles readily admitted to being in a spiritual 
ecstasy or trance. They described this as being “heavy with sleep”. And so they 
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said things without knowing if their words made sense. (The business about 
making three booths is part of that admission.) Just think of what a cross-examiner 
could do to this testimony in a modern court of law!  

But the remembrance of the special circumstances and inadequate reactions at the 
Transfiguration do not invalidate what these men witnessed. The difficulty in 
describing the event can mean it was not less real but more real. On a mundane 
level, that was the frustration the jogger felt after running with the deer. You had to 
be there. Some years ago two of our children were in Lisbon. They sent us a 
postcard scene of the city. There is a difference between the postcard scene and 
being in Lisbon itself.  Both were real, but the postcard, like the description of the 
Transfiguration, was inadequate. You had to be there.  

Supernatural does that. Both nature and super-nature are the creation of Almighty 
God. And so the Creator of both sun and snow has no problem when the 2nd Person 
of the Holy Trinity is attended by the brightness and whiteness of sun and snow. 
And so the Blessed Lord lifted a corner of the veil which shields us from God, and 
gave Peter, James, and John, a glimpse of glory. And they would never be able to 
describe the experience in a way that would satisfy them or us. 

Yes, the Transfiguration did produce perhaps the Bible’s greatest understatement. 
“It is good for us to be here.” But the crucial message was needed and given. The 
Lord Jesus was seen discussing His Passion with Moses and Elijah, thereby 
revealing the seal of Divine approval on what would happen in Jerusalem. As a 
result, you and I also use very simple words to describe those events not as a 
tragedy but as Holy Week. 

The invitation to walk closer with the Lord Jesus can come at any moment. It can 
be as unexpected and unplanned as the appearance of deer in the woods. And when 
it does, an ordinary moment becomes an extraordinary experience and puts you at 
a loss for words. Jesus Christ is recognized not as in a postcard but as the Real 
Presence He is. And later, as with Peter and the others, we suffer in our struggles, 
we will look back on the glory that has been revealed and find the assurance and 
comfort we need for the days ahead.   


