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We call Easter the Queen of Feasts. And the fact of Christ’s Resurrection is the 

very heart of the Gospel Good News. But what makes the news so exciting is that 

the first Christians didn’t begin by calling Easter by any name. And we are in on 

the imminent revelation. After 2000 years, the discovery of Christ Risen is still 

conveyed. The text is old, but the Lord Jesus Christ is always new, and living, and 

present.  

For Peter and his colleagues, today was the start of a new work week. It was also 

the first day after they had just spent the worst two days of their lives. The men we 

call “the Twelve Apostles”, now down to eleven, were full of grief and remorse. 

They were also trying to figure out how to get out of town! The suffering people of 

Mariupol, Ukraine, know that feeling. In desperation they are trying to get out of 

town. In far less tragic circumstances, anyone trapped in an airport during a 

blizzard also knows what it is like trying to get out of town. That is how the first 

Easter Day began for the disciples of Jesus. 

And then just when these people thought things could not get worse, they did. 

Mary Magdalene arrived and reported: “They have taken away the Lord out of the 

tomb.” Her news was completely lacking in faith. But Peter and John took Mary’s 

despair and fears as fact because her spiritual condition at that moment was the 

same as theirs. Now that it was too late, the disciples would do anything for Jesus. 

At this point, neither Peter not John was predisposed to believe in the Resurrection. 

But if the grave had been disturbed, there was nothing to do but find the Lord’s 

Body and return It to rest again. That is how the first Easter Day began. 

The facts presented in the Gospel record are there for our benefit. When Peter and 

John arrived at the tomb, the Scriptures make no attempt to sell anything. There 

isn’t a miracle in sight. No angels appeared to them. They didn’t find the Body. 

But something is made of what they did find: empty grave clothes. Peter and John 

hadn’t been there when the Body of Jesus was prepared for burial. But they 

supposed these were the clothes used to wrap up the Body of Jesus. (If you think of 

an Egyptian mummy you are on to something.) But the sight puzzled them. The 

Body was gone. Why were the grave clothes still here? Peter and John noticed 

something else, and at least for one of them the sight was a revelation. The burial 
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shroud was lying collapsed. But the napkin used to cover the head was in a 

separate place and still retained the shape of a head. It was as if something had 

collapsed or disappeared from inside. All of this is described in the Gospel with 

artless realism. It is a “take it-or-leave-it” presentation. You and I are invited to 

draw our own conclusions. Saint John drew a conclusion, and we are told what it 

was. The very position of these undisturbed grave clothes was enough to carry 

conviction to his own mind. “He saw and believed.” 

What a contrast there is between plain evidence and spiritual vision! The leap 

forward, inspired by the Holy Ghost, far out-distances the physical evidence. 

Resurrections do not happen. To jump from this mind-set, because of the way 

grave clothes looked, to the conclusion that Jesus of Nazareth is alive, is, to say the 

least, a reach! But for St John this is what made sense of the plain evidence. He 

understood what he could not prove: that the Body of the Lord had passed through 

the cloth wrappings without disturbing them. For this apostle, no other explanation 

was possible. And after coming to this conclusion, suddenly everything else came 

together: the Cross, the victorious suffering, the empty tomb, all fell into place as 

component parts of a spiritually-consistent pattern. St John saw the hand of 

Almighty God in all of it, and he knew that, as a consequence, the world was a 

different place than he thought only a few minutes earlier. A new creation had 

begun, and John was “present.” That is part of the excitement which still comes 

through after 2000 years. St John didn’t need the text. He is in the text. The Easter 

Gospel is preserved for us and is the center piece of the title deeds of our faith. 

“He saw and believed.” These words record the victory in the heart of one disciple. 

The victory is Christ’s and was communicated first to one man. Saint Peter and 

Saint John had not yet seen the Lord risen and glorified. But they had seen enough 

to know He still lives. This is the very beginning of Easter faith. To which you and 

I and all Christians reply Alleluia!  


