
The Congregation of Saint Athanasius 

A sermon preached by Father Bradford at Evensong & Benediction 

On the Second Sunday of Easter 

April 24, 2022 

+ 
 

In the prologue to his gospel account, Saint Luke set out his intention: to set down 

all things, accurately, from the first, and in order. With that in mind, fast 

forward to Chapter Twenty-four, which contains Luke’s account of the 

Resurrection. Here we are told about the empty tomb, then the walk to Emmaus, 

and finally, the understanding of the Scriptures, (which is the portion appointed for 

our second lesson at Evensong.) 

By Sunday evening on Easter Day at least three people had seen the Risen Christ, 

and, for them, faith was secured. For Cleopas and his unknown friend, and 

presumably for Simon Peter, there was a slow preparation leading up to 

recognition of the Risen Lord. But then in the Upper Room on Easter Day night, 

and without warning, Jesus appeared and “stood in the midst of them.” St Thomas 

was missing, but, for at least nine of them, this was a first Resurrection appearance. 

And it was quite naturally a frightening experience. There was no slow preparation 

this time. That is because the Risen Lord had urgent business. 

Jesus showed them His hands and His feet. That is because these men didn’t need 

facial recognition! They were being confronted by the fact the broken body Joseph 

had taken down from the Cross and laid in the tomb was now standing before 

them! It is the sight of the wound prints which carries conviction. The One Who is 

risen is the One Who was crucified. That is the κήρυγμα: the core of the earliest 

apostolic teaching about Jesus: the resurrection of Him Who was crucified. 

Seeing the Risen Lord filled the disciples with joy. And they experienced the 

renewal of their broken relationship with Him. That is when the Lord declared 

“Peace be unto you.” Inner peace can only exist when sin is forgiven. And then  

they were no longer to be disciples only; they were to be apostles. Απόστολος 

means “sent out, with power.” They were sent out from Christ to proclaim the 

Gospel good news.   

Both on the road to Emmaus and in the Upper Room the risen Lord had opened the 

minds of His disciples to understand the Scriptures. That is basic in any case. 

Every disciple and apostle must understand the purpose of God revealed in the 
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crucifixion and resurrection of His Son. But the authoritative proclamation of the 

Gospel of Redemption will be the business of the apostolate. That is why the Risen 

Lord breathed on them in the Upper Room and said, “receive the Holy Spirit.” The 

apostles were commissioned and sent forth. 

Saint Luke does what he announced in the prologue to his gospel: setting down all 

things, accurately, from the beginning, and in order. And in his account of the 

Resurrection, Luke shows how on Easter Day the Risen Lord led his disciples from 

fear, to wonder, to faith, to joy, and to service.    


