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Many years ago I recall a seminary lecturer telling his audience we should treat the 

Book of the Prophet Isaiah as literature, and not read into it any subsequent events. 

When question-and-answer time arrived, I asked why we should ever want to treat 

Isaiah strictly as literature! As Christians, we see everything in history through the 

Resurrection of Jesus Christ. (I think the lecturer remained on his “Bible-as- 

literature” theme, at least for that day, but I gained my point with the audience.) 

On Good Friday it is important to remember the first disciples had no time to 

contemplate the Passion of Jesus as an event distinct from what followed it. Only 

one day separated Good Friday from Easter morning. They saw the crucifixion 

through the eyes of Resurrection faith. And so must we. We are to survey the 

darkness of Calvary, but we do it by the light of Easter. 

Of the four gospels, nobody does this more than St John. Where Matthew, Mark, 

and Luke show us the glory of God shining through the darkness of the Passion, 

they do it by suggestion and inference. They do it by recalling the promises 

Almighty God made through the Old Testament prophets and psalms. But St John, 

writing later, and after years of Easter faith, goes right to the point. To see the 

glory of God, go to Golgotha and look upon the figure of the Crucified. 

In the moment immediately after Jesus died, the other evangelists shift our 

attention. They talk about the veil of the temple being torn in two, or the 

exclamation of the centurion that Jesus truly was the Son of God. But St John does 

not take our focus off the dead body of Jesus. Remember that at the 

Transfiguration Peter exclaimed: “It is good for us to be here.” That is St John’s 

attitude at Golgotha. Not that he doesn’t have plenty to do! John is to take the 

Blessed Virgin Mary into his own home. But John isn’t ready to leave the hill 

where the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in Him.  

Throughout His ministry Jesus had made it perfectly clear His vocation was one of 

suffering and death. Only in this way could God save the world. But it was not His 

vocation alone. His disciples were to share it with Him. And for a while it seems 

they were ready to do so. But the vocation of God Incarnate was too exacting to be 
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fulfilled by people who were no more than human. We are told: “they all forsook 

Him and fled.” 

And yet there still was a way in which the disciples could join their Master and 

share in His redemptive work. This reminds us of St Paul’s observation that 

“Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound.” (Romans 5:20) And it 

happened at the moment of the Lord’s death. St Mark and St Luke tell us simply 

Jesus expired. St Matthew says Jesus permitted the spirit to depart. But St John 

says Jesus “handed over the Spirit.”  

That Spirit, all of the human-divine life and beautiful character of the Incarnate 

God, had been bottled up in His Own Person. Now the bottle was broken, and the 

contents shed. This was the moment the Spirit of Jesus was handed over to His 

disciples. And this handing over, made possible by His death, was ratified in the 

Upper Room on Easter Day night when the Risen Lord breathed on them and said: 

“Receive ye the Holy Spirit.” 

Jesus Christ is now in us the hope of glory. That is an Easter proclamation. And it 

is ours forever. But we must firmly attach it to the Lord’s brutal execution. We 

must not forget the ugly and unspiritual fact that the flesh of Jesus was torn upon 

the Cross, and that He bled to death. 

To that event, we connect all possibility of our receiving God’s grace, being 

remade in His image. We cannot have the living water He gives, or the wine of 

Christ’s life, unless we receive it at Calvary as it pours out from the wound in the 

dead Lord. We come to the Cross, and are reborn and equipped with His own life 

which Christ is able to give us because He died. We are never worthy of such a 

gift. Only at Calvary can we receive it. St John says that is where we adore the full 

revealing and splendor of Divine generosity and love.  

 


