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Even though we are in the Easter season, today’s gospel goes back to Maundy 

Thursday. That is when the Lord Jesus gave three gifts: the institution of the 

Eucharist, the apostolic ministry, and the practical example of service in the 

washing of feet. The Shepherd and Bishop of our souls gave His Apostles a share 

of His eternal Priesthood. If you think of the foot washing as an ordination 

ceremony you would be right, of course, but it has never been part of the 

ordination rite. What you do see is the ordinand being vested with his chasuble, his 

hands being consecrated with holy oil, and then he is given a chalice and paten. 

These modern day symbols reflect the ancient prophetic office: the authority to 

bind and loose, to bless and consecrate. Saint Francis of Assisi once remarked if he 

ever met an angel and a priest at the same moment he should greet the priest first. 

Why? The magnificent gifts given a priest are for the benefit of all the Lord’s 

faithful people. And crucial to this gift is Christ’s constancy. The Lord does not 

allow the graces in the sacraments to depend upon the personality or holiness of 

the administrator. 

The British actor Alec Guinness told of being on location in France for a film in 

which he played the priest-detective Father Brown. On an evening stroll in the 

village he was amused he had forgotten to take off his costume, which was cassock 

and biretta. Then a little boy came up and took his hand and wanted to walk with 

him down the street. The actor was a complete stranger to the boy, but the cassock 

was the sign of Christ’s presence. And Alec Guinness said this incident was a 

starting point on his conversion to Catholicism.  

On Maundy Thursday the Lord made a solemn pronouncement about the constancy 

of His gift of apostolic ministry. When Jesus said “Verily, verily, I say unto you” 

that means listen up. (When Saint Athanasius was about to preach, people were 

told to take out paper and get ready to write it down. They said, “If you have no 

paper, write it on your shirt!”) 

So Jesus said “Verily, verily, I say unto you whomsoever I send receiveth Me.” He 

had said that also (in St Matthew chapter 10) when He sent His disciples out on 

their first missionary journey. Remember that one of those commissioned was 

Judas Iscariot. The Son of God wanted His followers to know that even the 
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traitor’s ministerial acts were valid. Everything depends upon Christ’s grace and 

not on man’s goodness. And Christ’s viewpoint is the only one that counts. This 

assertion is not surrendered to the editors of The New York Times!  

If I told the Saint Theresa School children their school is no good because I know 

some students who are dumb, they would not let me get away with that. That was 

the point our Lord was making in the Upper Room on Maundy Thursday. In His 

eyes the Church does not cease to be holy though it contains some false disciples. 

Jesus declared, “Ye are clean, but not all.” The apostolic college as a body did not 

lose Christ’s verdict of holiness even though one of them was a traitor to their 

Lord.  

There are certain indissoluble, indelible, actions Jesus Christ performs in His 

Church. Baptism and Ordination are indelible. Marriage is indissoluble until death 

do us part. One reason the Church gets into trouble with the secular mindset is 

because the she must guard the indelibleness. How easy it would be to get into the 

divorce business, and use a bottle of white-out to erase a man’s ordination! In our 

own day we read of attempts to “undo” baptism by reading the service backwards! 

But the Lord Jesus did not give us authority to operate that way.  

Christ made it clear on Maundy Thursday the graces given in the sacraments, and 

His very Body and Blood, come to us even by way of those who may prove 

disloyal to Him. The constancy of the Lord may sometimes be inconvenient to us. 

Christians live in a world, and through human hearts, tempted and disordered by 

sin. But this constancy of our gracious Lord and Saviour is a sign of His great and 

abiding love for us all.  


