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Today is a feast of springtime in the Church's calendar. We have the evidence of 

nature all around us. In protected areas with sun exposure, daffodils are in bloom.  

At least in the northern hemisphere, spring means a new start. Today Holy Church 

recalls an event in which the human race made a new start. It is the feast of the 

immaculate conception of God Incarnate. Today commemorates the event St John 

described when he declared: "The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us." Nine 

months later we celebrate Christmas, the anniversary of the birth Our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ. But we do not call today's feast by that name. 

Because the Divine Son of God took flesh and became man, the thing 

accomplished on this day was not just a "God event." Someone else was involved. 

Someone else had a say in the matter. For this reason, today is not known as the 

Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Lord but as The Annunciation. An 

annunciation is an announcement, and the Gospel good news begins with an 

announcement to someone who would have a say in the matter of redemption. The 

Gospel identifies that someone. It is the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Gospel goes on 

to say Mary was not just any girl. She was one with credentials! One who was in a 

position to declare on such matters gave the verdict. The Archangel Gabriel 

declared that Mary is "highly favored and full of grace." 

Almighty God willed to be born in this particular way and involving this particular 

woman. We know that in Divine wisdom there was nothing of whim or fancy 

about this decision! We also know Almighty God does all that He chooses. We 

can speculate that God could have simply assumed a human body created out of 

nothing. The Almighty is quite capable of doing that! At the very beginning, God 

said, "Let there be light" and there was light. That was creation by fiat. In the 

beginning there was only the Holy Trinity. No one else was involved. 

But in the fullness of time there was a difference. God had created humanity. And He 

had given human life free will. Humanity had sinned. God could have wiped it all out 

and made a fresh start. That very idea must have occurred to Him. We read that after 

the flood God set a rainbow in the Heaven as a reminder He had made a covenant 

with Noah and would keep it. (Think of the rainbow is the Divine version of what a 

housewife used to do when she tied a string around her finger in order to remember to 

buy a certain item at the grocery store!) The rainbow reminded the Lord God not to 

destroy the world again by flood. So the thought had occurred to the Lord. 

 



 

 

Because humanity had sinned, it had to make a new start. And in the fullness of time 

it did, in the Person of Jesus Christ our Lord. So it was spring once more. Spring is 

the time for a fresh start. It was still God's Word that initiated the new covenant, just 

as He had at creation. But this time, someone else was involved. The fiat belonged to 

a girl named Mary. It was no longer: "Let there be light," and all that followed, as 

described in the Book of Genesis. Mary said, "Be it unto me according to Thy Word." 

And in that moment, all history since Adam and Eve was reversed. For just as our first 

parent Eve had listened to the voice of the serpent and disobeyed God, Our Lady 

listened to the voice of the angel and obeyed. Eve had given birth to disobedience and 

sin. Mary gave birth to the Son of God. 

Almighty God is pure spirit. We can meditate upon the fact of His taking flesh upon 

Himself. We can recall He was born for us so that in our flesh God might die for us 

and take away our sins. But all those thoughts will eventually and inevitably bring us 

back to today's commemoration, the Annunciation. That is when this girl gave her 

humble acceptance to her calling as the second Eve. Mary's fiat began the second 

springtime of the whole human race. Thanks be to God. 


