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The Upper Room in Jerusalem is the main stage for so much of Eastertide. This 

room is called the Cenacle in Catholic devotion, and if ever there was place about 

which we could say “if the walls could talk” it would be about this room! It is first 

mentioned after Palm Sunday, and was the place where the Last Supper was held. 

It was probably “the place behind locked doors” where the Apostles and others hid 

after the Crucifixion. Many of our Lord’s followers were from Galilee and didn’t 

know Jerusalem. But they knew how to get to the Upper Room! For example, 

Cleopas and his companion knew where to “report in” to the Apostles after their 

wonderful experience of the Risen Lord at Emmaus. Skipping ahead, this same 

Upper Room would be the place where Matthias was designated to replace Judas 

Iscariot as the twelfth apostle. Long before there was a Vatican, the Cenacle was 

the headquarters of the Catholic Church!  

That same Upper Room was probably the location of the last meeting the Risen 

Lord had with the eleven apostles before His Ascension. Just as on Maundy 

Thursday, the group meeting did not end inside. They went out again! The 

Ascension Day gospel says “Then He led them out as far as Bethany.” This leading 

out is a part of the Ascension Day event we overlook when we concentrate on the 

“up, up, and away” aspect of the Lord’s return to the heavenly realm. 

Let’s picture that leading out. At some point in His Ascension Day meeting, the 

Risen Lord Jesus arose and led the eleven Apostles out through the streets of 

Jerusalem for the last time. They passed through the Eastern Gate of the city and 

crossed the Kidron Valley. But this time they did not go to the Garden of 

Gethsemane as they had after the Last Supper. This time they went to the vicinity 

of Bethany, which is a little hamlet about two miles distant from Jerusalem. But 

the remarkable thing is not where the Ascension happened, but how the apostolic 

group with Jesus got there.  

What do you suppose the people in the Jerusalem streets saw on Ascension Day? 

Unlike Maundy Thursday, this procession was during daytime hours. The city 

streets were filled with workmen, shopkeepers, vendors selling goods, women 

sweeping their front steps, and little children at play. What did they see? Did they 

see eleven men in a dreamlike trance walking out of the city? That is what some of 
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the 19th Century German theologians tried to get us to believe! But the Ascension 

Day gospel simply implies the Jerusalem residents saw something else. And it was 

the quite unremarkable sight of twelve men passing by. One man was leading, and 

the rest were listening to Him. For ordinary eyes there was nothing unusual. 

The whole Easter narrative, in a very-matter-of-fact way, and with remarkable 

understatement, gives the stupendous proclamation that after He died, the Lord 

Jesus was alive and tangible. He invited His disciples to touch Him. On at least two 

occasions He ate with them. Whatever else His Risen Body could do after the 

Resurrection, such as pass through locked doors, that Body was still able to 

communicate the physical presence and properties of the Beloved Master to these 

Galilean fishermen and the others. 

The Ascension Day event is part of that Easter proclamation. It tells us, matter-of-

factly, that twelve men traveled from the Upper Room through the streets of 

Jerusalem and out towards Bethany, and that One of those men was the 

Resurrected Lord Jesus Christ! Even without being Christian believers, everybody 

in the busy streets of Jerusalem could have counted twelve men. 

Ascension Day proclaims the Risen Body of Jesus was still His physical body, and 

that when the earthly appearances of It ended, that body had to go somewhere! We 

get chided by the Ascension messengers who said, “Men of Galilee stop gazing 

into heaven!” Stop missing the good news! Why? We want the supernatural to be 

kept at a safe distance. So we water down Divine revelation when we call it the 

Last Supper when it was really the First Supper, of which this Mass is the 

continuation. We make fleecy clouds the focus of Ascension Day. But 

Supernatural is not a matter of smoke and mirrors. Super-natural is “higher 

natural.”  

“Then He led them out as far as Bethany.” The Risen Lord walked out of 

Jerusalem in broad daylight at the head of His apostolic band. Ascension Day is 

not the forerunner of an airlines commercial “up, up, and away.” It is the first 

glorious Corpus Christi procession of the Risen Lord Jesus to the Father, where He 

prepares a place for us. 


