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The Solemnity of Christ the King marks the end of the Church’s liturgical year. 

But Trinity Sunday has its own statement to make as the end of our efforts. All 

year long from Advent to today we have followed the joyful, sorrowful, and 

glorious mysteries of Jesus Christ in the Divine plan of redemption. The lectionary, 

provided for Sundays and Holy Days, guides our efforts to ponder every aspect of 

Our Lord’s life and teaching. Then comes Pentecost, which launched the Church 

into the world by the power of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost begins a season in the 

Church Year when we concentrate on the accounts of those mighty deeds which 

has brought about the conversion of so many souls. 

But that is not what happens, at least not at first! Contemplation, not 

evangelization, comes first. In order to sell something, you have to have something 

to sell! Studying every aspect of our Lord’s Incarnate Life leads Holy Church to 

the Solemnity of the Holy Trinity. Everything leads to the Three Persons as They 

exist in the glory of Heaven. What we commemorate on Trinity Sunday is the end 

result. 

Saint John the Divine saw “A door was opened in Heaven” and he looked in. What 

St. John saw did not bother him because there was no Baby in a manger as a visual 

focus. There was no Risen Lord appearing behind closed doors to the Apostles, or 

in the garden to Mary Magdalene. The Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection, 

Ascension, Pentecost, the Church, her Scriptures and Sacraments, all have their 

ultimate purpose that we may see and be united to Almighty God in the Beatific 

Vision. “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us” not to make the world a 

better place, (although that has happened). It was not to comfort each of us on our 

earthly journey, (although that also has happened). Christ did not come simply to 

found the Church and establish the Sacraments (although He did these things). 

Christ came to lift us up to God, that where He is we might be also. Trinity Sunday 

draws everything to this conclusion.  

The Catholic Faith teaches us the life, personality, character, human capacity for 

happiness and goodness, and the beauty of each individual, all come to us from 

Almighty God. And God is no abstraction, no mere formula invented for the 
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convenience of the human mind. He does not spend eternity in solitary splendor 

and perfection! Almighty God is a Unity of Trinity. His personality is self-giving 

and self-sacrificing. Earthly family life is a reflection of its Divine original.  

The prophet Isaiah had a vision of this Unity of Trinity long before the coming of 

Christ. Looking into heavenly things, Isaiah heard the seraphs each cry: “Holy, 

Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hosts.” Remember that Isaiah was the product of a 

strictly monotheistic religion. The seraphs were not declaring Almighty God is 

three times as holy as mortal human beings! Isaiah was hearing Trinitarian 

worship. The love of the Eternal Father gives forever His whole being to the Only 

Begotten Son. The love of the Eternal Son returns for ever all His infinite capacity 

of loving to the Father, and expresses it continually in creation. And the love of the 

Holy Spirit eternally proceeds from both, for He is their love. All the splendors of 

the Blessed Trinity spring from and resolve themselves in mutual love. 

Our personal being, yours and mine, issued from the mutual love of the Three 

Divine Persons. God is our Source and He is our End. He has made us for Himself. 

What a tragedy when Christians, of all people, conceive of Almighty God in the 

same way as the cozy and fallible Greek Pantheon, or make of Him a shelf-god of 

the kind exposed in the satire of the Book of Jonah. The Solemnity of the Holy 

Trinity bids us lift up our hearts to gaze through the open door of the Blessed 

Sacrament into Heaven, to contemplate, regularly, and frequently, the splendor of 

God’s holiness: His attributes of love, justice, mercy, and truth.  

When we strive to do so, we are in good company! Right next to us, (perhaps also 

on kneelers, though unseen by human eyes), are the fully recollected, absorbed in  

joyfulness, and reverent worship, angelic hosts and the saints, beholding the Holy 

Trinity, and who even now are bowed before the Throne of Grace.    


