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COVID UPDATE
On July 15th the Boston Public Health Commission issued new data and a warning about the Covid pandemic. During the 

previous week new cases increased by 38.9%, and the city’s positivity rate was 10.3%. The commission is urging wearing 
masks in public places.

Although our Sunday Mass cannot be described as a “crowded indoor setting, “ nevertheless our parishioners include 
high-risk individuals, i.e. seniors, those who are immuno-compromised, and those who are unvaccinated. For your sake, 
and that of other worshippers, masks are recommended. And stay home and isolate if you are sick or test positive for 
Covid. If you test positive be sure to contact your health care provider.

At the present time, we continue to maintain a mask-friendly environment, recommending masks (except at the time 
of communion) and social distancing, at Mass. Father Bradford continues to require masks for anyone in the sacristy or 
sanctuary.

A FIRM OBEDIENCE TO THE TRUTH
ANGLICANS WERE DEEPLY 

 divided at the end of the 19th 
century over a broad spectrum of 
ideas and practices, from dogmatic 
skepticism to Evangelical reviv-
alism to “High Church’’and even 
“Anglo-Catholic” rituals and efforts 
to restore sacramental piety. Only 
one option—it seemed—was ruled 
out by all factions: submission to the 
pope and conversion to the Roman 
Catholic Church.
Yet, ever since Newman, a small 

but steady stream of English people 
took this radical step that they them-
selves had once regarded as un-
thinkable. Inevitably, these English 
Catholic converts helped draw oth-
ers along the path to Rome. Robert 
Hugh Benson (1871-1914) was thus 
drawn, and in turn would draw many 
who came after him.

“Hugh” was the fourth son of Dr. 
Edward Benson, the renowned An-
glican archbishop of Canterbury, 

whose High Church but anti-Roman 
opinions formed Hugh’s experience 
growing up. Energetic and imagi-
native but often unfocused, Hugh 
didn’t excel at Eton or Cambridge. 
He joined the Anglican ministry be-
cause it seemed congenial for an arch-
bishop’s son. But greater motivations 
were also awakening within him. The 

services and the beautiful music 
at (Anglican) Saint Paul’s Cathe-
dral moved him; and he began to 
seek a more personal, spiritual 
closeness to Jesus, along with the 
ritual and ceremony observed 
by his father, at whose hands he 
received Anglican ordination in 
1895.

Hugh’s faith continued to grow  
and deepen. A retreat preached 
by noted Anglican priest and 
scholar Basil Maturin had the 
profound effect of drawing 
Hugh’s focus to the centrality 
and significance of the Incarna-
tion for every aspect of Christian 
life. In 1896 Archbishop Edward 
Benson died, and although Hugh 
loved his father, he compared the 
impact of his death to “the roof 
being blown off a building.” 
New spaces in Hugh’s heart be-
gan to open up. When he traveled 
to Europe and the Near East, his 
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status as an Anglican clergyman 
suddenly seemed small and provin-
cial. He felt like an “outsider” in 
relation to the great, ancient Uni-
versal Church that was still (at that 
time) tangibly rooted in the Chris-
tian world. Hugh’s “religious pro-
priety’’ wasn’t enough; he began to 
thirst for the boundlessness of love 
that brought God to earth and to the 
cross. 

He also longed for a firm obedi-
ence to the truth as revealed by 
God. He was soon shocked, but 
also provoked, by the news that his 
mentor Father Maturin had joined 
the Catholic Church. Hugh rapidly 
moved toward “Anglo -Catholic’’ 
beliefs and rituals. Though he en-
joyed the many activities of par-
ish life, he felt he needed greater 
discipline. That led him to join a 
recently formed quasi-monastic re-
ligious community in 1901. Hugh 
found much good in the religious 
life, but he also began to wrestle 
more directly with the reality of the 
papacy. He read extensively and 
consulted widely, yet it became ap-
parent to him that he was seeking 
something more than a correct theo-
logical opinion. He was seeking the 
“rock” on which Jesus had built and 
continued to sustain his Church.  An 
old Cambridge friend, now Catho-
lic and a Dominican—Father Da-
vid Richards—invited him to the 
Dominican priory at Woodchester 
and eventually arranged for him to 
meet with his confrere Father Regi-
nald Buckler, a benevolent spiritual 
mentor and guide to many Catholic 
converts. Father Reginald received 
Hugh into the Catholic Church on 
September 11, 1903.

Robert Hugh Benson was or-
dained a Catholic priest in Rome 

in 1904 and began his vivid Catho-
lic witness as a noted preacher and 
author, wearing himself out in the 
service of souls until his death a de-
cade later.

John Janaro
¶ John Janaro (b 1963) is associate pro-
fessor emeritus of theology in Christendom 
College in Front Royal Virginia. His col-
umn “Great Conversion Stories” appears 
regularly in Magnificat magazine. Msgr 
Benson was a prolific writer in many dif-
ferent genres.

fering is what truly and really 
unites one to the Lord intimately. 
When it arises, it comes from an 
already existing relationship with 
Christ. For by nature a person 
flees from suffering. Only some-
one whose spiritual eyes have 
been opened to the supernatural 
correlations of worldly events can 
desire suffering in expiation, and 
this is only possible for people in 
whom the spirit of Christ dwells, 
who as members are given life 
by the Head, receive his power, 
his meaning, and his direction. 
Conversely, works of expiation 
bind one closer to Christ, as ev-
ery community that works to-
gether on one task becomes more 
and more closely knit and as the 
limbs of a body, working together 
organically, continually become 
more strongly one.

But because being one with 
Christ is our sanctity, and progres-
sively becoming one with him our 
happiness on earth, the love of the 
cross in no way contradicts be-
ing a joyful child of God. Help-
ing Christ carry his cross fills one 
with a strong and pure joy, and 
those who may and can do so, 
the builders of God’s Kingdom, 
are the most authentic children 
of God. And so those who have 
a predilection for the way of the 
cross by no means deny that Good 
Friday is past and that the work of 
salvation has been accomplished. 
Only those who are saved, only 
children of grace, can in fact be 
bearers of Christ’s cross. Only in 
union with the divine Head does 
human suffering take on expia-
tory power. To suffer and to be 
happy although suffering, to have 
one’s feet on the earth, to walk on 

VOLUNTARY EXPI-
ATORY SUFFERING

THE BURDEN of the cross 
that Christ assumed is that 

of human nature with all its con-
sequences in sin and suffering to 
which fallen humanity is subject. 
The meaning of the way of the 
cross is to carry this burden out of 
the world. The restoration of freed 
humanity to the heart of the heav-
enly Father, taking on the status of 
a child, is the free gift of grace, of 
merciful love. But this may not oc-
cur at the expense of divine holiness 
and justice. The entire sum of hu-
man failures from the first fall up to 
the Day of Judgment must be blot-
ted out by a corresponding measure 
of expiation. ... When some one 
desires to suffer, it is not merely a 
pious reminder of the suffering of 
the Lord. Voluntary expiatory suf-
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the dirty and rough paths of this 
earth and yet to be enthroned with 
Christ at the Father’s right hand, 
to laugh and cry with the children 
of this world and ceaselessly sing 
the praises of God with the choirs 
of angels—this is the life of the 
Christian until the morning of 
eternity breaks forth.

Saint Teresa Benedicta of the 
Cross

¶ Edith Stein (1891-1942) was a German 
Jewish philosopher who became a Dis-
calced Carmelite nun and died in Aus-
chwitz on August 9th, which is her feast 
day (a Tuesday this year). This excerpt is 
from The Hidden Life, published by the 
Institute of Carmelite Studies, Washing-
ton DC in 2002.

But everyone, Jew and Gentile 
alike, has to satisfy the final test 
of faith: that God has manifested 
Himself in His Son in a way that 
nullifies restrictions of space and 
nationality. And that, as seen in 
the fullest revelation of God in 
Christ, the supreme power oper-
ating in the world is invisible and 
spiritual.
If the Jew cannot acknowledge 

this faith in Jesus, then he must 
give place to any man, however 
distant in race and speech, who 
has accepted that, as The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church says 
(paragraph 65), “In Christ, God 
has said everything.”

Father Bradford
¶ This sermon was preached in Saint 
Theresa of Ávila Church on Saturday, 
June 27, 2020.

THE FINAL TEST 
OF FAITH

HERE IS A CASE where our 
 Lord finds faith in a for-

eigner, a faith that is greater 
than anything He has seen in Is-
rael. [Matthew 8:5-17] This news 
would resonate in a Church that 
was rapidly expanding to all cor-
ners of the world even as the Gos-
pel texts were being written and 
distributed.
What it all means is that the Jews 

will not have a monopoly in the 
heavenly realm. It is a realm the 
Jew can claim by right of inheri-
tance in the sense that it was by 
divine purpose Israel was the cho-
sen race. The Jew is, in a sense, 
“spiritually royal.”

SHORT NOTES
Ñ St Lawrence parishioner and 
our friend Bill Scott has gone to 
God. A funeral Mass was offered 
on July 7th. Having attended the 
parish 9 AM Mass on Sundays, 
he frequently visited the sacristy 
during our preparations for the 
11:30 AM Mass, and regularly 
joined in the traditional prayers 
of preparation said by the sanctu-
ary party. Bill was a gentle soul. 
May he rest in peace.

Ñ Contra mundum is 25 years 
old! The first issue was in Au-
gust, 1998. The editors have 
been David Burt, Steve Cavana-
ugh, and Susan Russo. The first 
ten years of the parish paper have 
been published in two volumes, 
and information on ordering is 
available to anyone interested.

Ñ A year’s-mind Mass will be 
offered on Tuesday, August 9th 

for Mary Alma Parker. Mrs. Park-
er was the wife of Fr James Park-
er. In the early days of the Pastoral 
Provision, the Parkers provided 
support for married Episcopal 
priests seeking ordination in the 
Catholic Church.

Ñ Several families and parishio-
ners have been travelling recently. 
Evelyn Theriault went to Italy in 
the spring. And this summer John 
and Pam Covert, David and Ellen 
Allen, Michael and Diane Bick-
ford, Dr. Janet Hunt and Jonathan 
Bradford and Corinna Brech are 
enjoying time in various parts of 
Europe.

Ñ The Feast of Saint Lawrence 
is Wednesday, August 10th. The 
beautiful church where we wor-
ship in Chestnut Hill is dedicated 
to St Lawrence. (There is Mass in 
the Ordinary Form in St Mary’s 
Church, Brookline, at 8:00 AM on 
that day.)

Ñ Father Patrick Armano will be 
our celebrant and preacher at Sun-
day Mass, August 21st. He is chap-
lain in Austin Preparatory School 
in Reading and has been with us 
many times.

Ñ The Feast of St Bartholomew 
is Wednesday, August 24th. The 
Apostle Nathaniel was called bar-
Tolmai, which means “son of Tol-
mai.” The earliest tradition is that 
Bartholomew evangelized in In-
dia and east Africa. He is a patron 
saint of Armenia.

Ñ With permission, the Feast of 
Saint Gregory the Great will be 
transferred from Saturday, Sep-
tember 3rd to Sunday, September 
4th. This is the Feast of Title of 
the Ordinariate community in the 
Boston area.
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Master is! But what do we mean 
when we pray for this kingdom? 
That is what I am going to consid-
er now, for it is important that we 
should understand it. Our good Je-
sus placed these two petitions side 
by side because he realized that in 
our inadequacy we could never fit-
tingly hallow, praise, exalt, or glo-
rify this holy name of the eternal 
Father unless he enabled us to do 
so by giving us his kingdom here 
on earth. But since we must know 
what we are asking for and how im-
portant it is to pray for it without 
ceasing and to do everything in our 
power to please him who is to give 
it to us, I should now like to give 
you my own thoughts on the matter.

Of the many joys that are found in 
the kingdom of heaven, the great-
est seems to me to be the sense of 
tranquillity and well-being that we 
shall experience when we are free 
from all concern for earthly things. 
Glad because others are glad and 
forever at peace, we  shall have the 
deep satisfaction of seeing that by 
all creatures the Lord is honored 

and praised, and his name blessed. 
No one ever offends him, for there 
everyone loves him. Loving him 
is the soul’s one concern. Indeed 
it cannot help but love him, for it 
knows him. Here below our love 
must necessarily fall short of that 
perfection and constancy, but even 
so how different it would be, how 
much more like that of heaven, if 
we really knew our Lord!

Saint Theresa of Ávila
¶ Saint Theresa (1515-1582) was a 
Spanish noblewoman, Carmelite nun, 
and Doctor of the Church. (The latter 
had actually been granted Theresa dur-
ing her lifetime by the University of Sala-
manca, and bestowed by Pope Paul VI in 
1970.) This extract is from The Way of 
Perfection (1566).

THE GREATEST JOY IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

WHEN ASKING a favor of 
some person of importance 

would anyone be so ill-mannered 
and thoughtless as not first to con-
sider how best to address him in 
order to make  a good impression 
and give him no cause for offense? 
Surely he would think over his pe-
tition carefully and his reason for 
making it, especially if it were  for 
something specific and important 
as our good Jesus tells us our pe-
titions should be. It seems to me 
that this point deserves serious at-
tention. My Lord, could you not 
have included all in one word by 
saying; “Father, give us whatever 
is good for us”? After all, to one 
who understands everything so 
perfectly, what need is there to say 
more?

O Eternal Wisdom, between you 
and your father that was enough; 
that was how you prayed in the 
garden. You expressed your desire 
and fear but surrendered yourself  
to his will. But, as for us, my Lord, 
you know that we are less submis-
sive to the will of your Father and 
need to mention each thing sepa-
rately in order to stop and think 
whether it would be good for us, 
and otherwise not ask for it. You 
see, the gift our Lord intends for 
us may be by far the best but if 
it is not what we wanted we are 
quite capable of flinging it back in 
his face. That is the kind of peo-
ple we are; ready cash is the only 
wealth we understand. 

Therefore, the good Jesus bids 
us repeat these words; this prayer 
for his kingdom to come in us: 
Hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come. See how wise our 

Our SUMMER ALTAR FLOW-
ER CHART is available for sign 
up and may be found on Sundays 
after mass. Choose any dates ap-
propriate for family anniversa-
ries, etc. Two arrangements of 
a substantial size are needed for 
the high altar.
If you prefer, sign up for one 

smaller arrangement for the Mar-
ian altar. Or both! Flowers may 
be from your local florist or your 
own garden, and you may take 
them home with you after Mass. 
But be sure to sign up to avoid 
duplication of flowers one week 
and none the next. PLEASE IN-
DICATE HIGH ALTAR, MAR-
IAN ALTAR, OR BOTH.
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DEAR BROTHERS, the 
 commands of the Gospel 

are nothing else than God’s les-
sons, the foundations on which 
to build up hope, the supports for 
strengthening faith, the food that 
nourishes the heart. They are the 
rudder for keeping us on the right 
course, the protection that keeps 
our salvation secure. As they in-
struct the receptive minds of be-
lievers on earth, they lead safely 
to the kingdom of heaven.

God willed that many things 
should be said by the prophets, 
his servants, and listened to by his 
people. How much greater are the 
things spoken by the Son. These 
are now witnessed to by the very 
Word of God who spoke through 
the prophets. The Word of God 
does not now command us to pre-
pare the way for his coming: he 
comes in person and opens up the 
way for us and directs us toward 
it. Before, we wandered in the 
darkness of death, aimlessly and 
blindly. Now we are enlightened 
by the light of grace, and are to 
keep to the highway of life, with 
the Lord to precede and direct us.

The Lord has given us many 
counsels and commandments to 
help us toward salvation. He has 
even given us a pattern of prayer, 
instructing us on how we are to 
pray. He has given us life, and 
with his accustomed generosity, 
he has also taught us how to pray. 
He has made it easy for us to be 
heard as we pray to the Father in 
the words taught us by the Son.

He had already foretold that the 
hour was coming when true wor-
shipers would worship the Father 

in spirit and in truth. He fulfilled 
what he had promised before, so 
that we who have received the 
spirit and the truth through the 
holiness he has given us may 
worship in truth and in the spirit 
through the prayer he has taught.

What prayer could be more a 
prayer in the spirit than the one 
given us by Christ, by whom the 
Holy Spirit was sent upon us? 
What prayer could be more a 
prayer in the truth than the one 
spoken by the lips of the Son, who 
is truth himself? It follows that 
to pray in any other way than the 
Son has taught us is not only the 
result of ignorance but of sin. He 
himself has commanded it, and 
has said: You reject the command 
of God, to set up your own tradi-
tion.

So, my brothers, let us pray as 
God our master has taught us. To 
ask the Father in words his Son 
has given us, to let him hear the 
prayer of Christ ringing in his 
ears, is to make our prayer one of 

friendship, a family prayer. Let 
the Father recognize the words of 
his Son. Let the Son who lives in 
our hearts be also on our lips. We 
have him as an advocate for sin-
ners before the Father; when we 
ask forgiveness for our sins, let 
us use the words given by our ad-
vocate. He tells us: Whatever you 
ask the Father in my name; he 
will give you. What more effective 
prayer could we then make in the 
name of Christ than in the words 
of his own prayer?

Saint Cyprian
¶ St Cyprian (c.210-258) was Bishop of 
Carthage. Many of his writings survive. 
This excerpt is from his Treatise on the 
Lord’s Prayer.

THE PRAYER GIVEN BY CHRIST

THE TUESDAY, April 24, 
2018 edition of The New York 

Times reported that a New Jersey 
court had ruled that preservation 
funds for buildings cannot go to 
houses of worship. The same edi-
tion of the newspaper carried a 
story that The United Arab Emir-
ates was donating $50 million dol-
lars to rebuild a mosque in Mosul, 
Iraq.

SOMETHING WRONG 
WITH THIS PICTURE
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I MUST BE content with little 
 answers. This requires the 

careful planning of each day, which 
must be broken into its compart-
ments. Each hour must have its 
particular skills, its various tech-
niques, its little routines which 
enable something to be accom-
plished successfully. Otherwise, 
I will have a sense of pointless 
desolation, a feeling of being car-
ried helplessly deeper and deeper 
into it. This becomes so sharp that 
I am almost overwhelmed. The 
sense of subterranean or subcon-
scious weight oppresses me, and I 
link in my mind the dream image 
of the huge, water-soaked hulk be-
ing dragged down into the depths 
with my waking reverie about the 
little coal-truck being driven re-
morselessly deeper and deeper 
beneath the infinite weight of the 
mountain. The common feature is 
irresistible heaviness. 

One fights such a thing by min-
ute steps. One adopts tiny tech-
niques which help one to do tiny 
things step by step. I will not try 
to get home; that is too far. But 
I will get to the end of the next 
block. I cannot recover my grasp 
of the dictionaries and the ency-
clopedias. Nevertheless, I will 
find out the meaning of this one 
word. To read the whole of this 
book, at this speed, will take an 
age. Very well, I will not even at-
tempt it. But I will get to the bot-
tom of this page even if it kills 
me.
In Houston I met a fine Catho-

lic priest. I attached myself to his 
elbow, while we walked around  
the grounds of Rice University. 
We talked about the problem of 
not getting much done in a day. I 
told him about my own approach, 

LORD, ANYTHING OF LASTING WORTH IS YOURS
to set little, immediate goals, and 
to feel pleased if at the end of the 
day, I had read as much as three 
or four pages. He agreed. He told 
me that, at the end of every day, 
he looks around his office, with all 
of its chairs, and scattered papers; 
open books and unanswered cor-
respondence, and he kneels at his 
desk and he prays, “Lord if there 
has been anything in this day’s 
work which is of lasting worth, it 
is yours.” I feel that this is right. I 
am not expected to solve the prob-
lem of blindness. If I can take one 
step, it is yours.

John M. Hull
¶ John Hull (1935-2015) was a professor 
of religious education in the University 
of Birmingham, England; he went blind 
while in his forties. This excerpt is from 
Touching the Rock, published by SPCK, 
London, in 1990.

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Monday, August 15, 2022

There is no Mass in the Ordinariate form today.
Mass is offered at 8:30 AM in St Theresa of Ávila Church West Roxbury

and at 8:00 AM in St Mary of the Assumption Church Brookline
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CONTRA MUNDUM
The name of our parish paper comes 
from the Latin phrase, “Athanasius 
contra mundum,” meaning “Athana-
sius against the world.” Our patron 
saint stood firmly for the fullness of 
the faith. Fr. Bradford and the Con-
gregation of Saint Athanasius have 
published this paper monthly since 
1998. To receive it by mail, send your 
address to the editor, Susan Russo, at 
sjrusso@icloud.com or write to Fr 
Bradford at the rectory. All issues are 
on our website under Parish Paper.

THE CONGREGATION 
OF SAINT ATHANASIUS

The Revd.  
Richard Sterling Bradford,  

Chaplain
Saint Lawrence Church 

774 Boylston Ave. 
Chestnut Hill, Mass. 

(Parking lot behind the church)
Sundays 11:30 AM 

Fellowship and Coffee in the 
Undercroft after Mass

(Fellowship suspended for now)
Rectory:

767 West Roxbury Pkwy. 
Boston, MA 02132-2121 
Tel/Fax: (617) 325-5232 

congregationstathanasius.com

SATURDAY MASS IN 
THE ORDINARIATE 

FORM
Celebrated each week at 8:00 AM 
at the Marian altar in St Theresa of 
Ávila Church, 2078 Centre St, West 
Roxbury. Enter the main church via 
the pavilion or the St Theresa Avenue 
side doors. (No Mass on August 20th.)

THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION
Saturday, August 6, 2022 

Low Mass & Sermon at 8:00 AM
at the Marian altar

in St Theresa of Ávila Church West Roxbury

SMILES FROM THE BIBLE
No one will accuse Contra mundum of being frivolous, but here 
is a Bible quiz question you might enjoy:
Q, What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible?
A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eye out of the Garden in a Fury. 
David’s Triumph was heard throughout the land. Also, probably a 
Honda, because the apostles were all in one Accord.
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St. Lawrence Church 
774 Boylston Street (Route 9) 
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
Parking is in the church parking lot behind the 
Church. Use 30 Reservoir Road, Chestnut Hill 
02467 for your GPS.

Directions by Car from the North or South: 
Route 128(95) to Route 9 east. At the signal for 
Reservoir Road, take the right; the Church parking 
lot is a short distance on the left. 

Directions by Car from Boston: From Stuart/
Kneeland St, turn left onto Park Plaza. Drive for 
0.2 miles. Park Plaza becomes St James Avenue. 
Drive for 0.3 miles. Turn slight left onto ramp. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Route 9. Drive 
for 3.5 miles. Turn left onto Heath Street. Drive 
for 0.1 miles. Go straight on Reservoir Road. 
Drive for 0.1 miles. The parking lot is on your 
right.

Directions by Public Transportation: From Ken-
more Square station, board Bus #60, which stops 
in front of the Church. Alternatively, the Church is 
a 15-minute walk from the Cleveland Circle sta-
tion on the Green Line C branch.

Contra Mundum
The Congregation of St. Athanasius
10 St. Theresa Avenue
West Roxbury, MA 02132

Brookline
Reservoir

Boylston St. (Rte 9)

Reservoir Rd.
Heath
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Lee St.

Chestnut Hill Ave

Eliot St.

Heath St.

Lowell Lane

Channing Road

St Lawrence Church


