
The Congregation of Saint Athanasius 

A sermon preached by Father Bradford on The 7th Sunday after Trinity 

July 24, 2022 

+ 

 
 

 

The four gospels were not written for our book shelves. The motivation was 

evangelism and the ongoing life of Christians in the sacramental life of the Church. 

For that purpose Saint Luke tells us that he was interested in putting the records in 

order. But Luke was also an editor. And today’s gospel passage is a case in point. 

This passage is about prayer and is presented in three parts. It begins with the 

Lord’s Prayer, and ends with a section on answers to prayer. But in between these, 

Luke has inserted a teaching he found in a detached tradition. This is the teaching 

of Our Lord about the importunate friend. 

Importunate comes from Latin, and means “to be without access to a harbor or 

port.” For a sailor, a storm at sea at night means you are importunate! Nowadays, 

if we use the word at all, it describes a troublesome gatecrasher. Think of 

paparazzi invading your private backyard pool party!  

It’s easy to believe Our Lord Jesus told this parable with humor, and the moral is 

perfectly clear. If we can get what we want by being pushy, how much more will 

perseverance move Our Heavenly Father to give us the good things we need. The 

Lord made the same point in His story of the woman and the unjust judge. She 

pressed her case with so much vigor the judge gave in just to get her off his back! 

That parable must also have been told with humor. 

Jesus gave this teaching about the importunate friend as part of that great Scriptural 

tradition of instruction on prayer. But it is still a funny little story! The man and his 

children were in their beds. When the man says, “I cannot rise and give thee” that 

means “I do not wish to get up.” He probably did not want any shouting to awaken 

his family. Many of our Lord’s hearers, then and now, have had that experience or 

were glad they hadn’t! But the Son of God never told stories for entertainment. He 

wants us to be assured of the Divine willingness to answer our petitions. All the 

saints tell us our prayers are incredibly fruitful, both for us and for others. And 

someday you and I may know the full extent of that fact, and wish we had prayed 

more. 



The Congregation of Saint Athanasius 

A sermon preached by Father Bradford on The 7th Sunday after Trinity 

July 24, 2022 

+ 

 
 

 

Saint Paul said “In my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for 

the sake of his body, that is the Church.” Colossians 1:24. That startles us at first. 

How can anything be lacking in Christ’s affliction … unless the Lord Himself has 

provided that all prayers accomplish something (as do all Masses, and the 

sacrificial living of souls)? Seen rightly, what Paul suffers can be called Christ’s 

afflictions, and add to them. Almighty God gives so much to those who don’t ask 

Him. How much more does He give to those who do? That is what the saints tell 

us. St Bernard said our confidence is crucial. Confidence is the measure of the 

graces we receive from God.  

You have heard me tell of the complete confidence I always had in my father’s 

love. A great memory is when he came home from his office in the evening. He 

would fix a drink for my mother and himself and sit in his easy chair, talking about 

the day and reading his newspaper before we were called to dinner. And I knew as 

a little boy I could climb into his lap, crumple up both his suit coat and newspaper, 

and be loved. I didn’t do it often, because I knew I could do it and be loved. 

If our relationship to God is really that of a child to his loving Father, then we have 

nothing to fear. Just as human fathers, with all their imperfections, want their 

children to have the best of everything, so Almighty God, in His perfect goodness 

and loving benevolence, will give us such gifts as He alone can give to His sons 

and daughters. And that is exactly what Our Lord Jesus wants you and me to know. 


