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Last Sunday the Mass gospel included the most sublime of all the Lord’s parables, 

that of the Prodigal Son. Today we get the most difficult!  In this parable the 

master actually commends the shrewdness of this rascal steward. This does not 

sound like the gospel at all! And our amazement increases when we consider the 

shrewdness actually cost the master some money! And just who is the master? It is 

a person Our Lord Jesus invented for His parable, or is it the Lord Himself? He 

says: “Make friends by means of unrighteous money.” What are we to make of it? 

To understand parables, look for the simplest and most general application. To 

whom is it addressed? In what context is the story given? The Parable of the Unjust 

Steward is told to Christ’s disciples. And by Chapter Sixteen in St Luke’s Gospel 

the Lord’s ministry is well underway. This means it was time for the disciples to be 

prepared for the Passion, Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of their Master. The 

Lord could not just tell them about those things. No one would believe any of it! 

They scarcely believed it when they were eyewitnesses! 

So the Lord spent considerable time and care preparing His disciples for events 

that would come as unexpected shocks. They must be prepared to make decisions, 

and to act quickly. The time would come when they would have little opportunity 

for consideration, and none for second thoughts. This parable must be understood 

against that backdrop. 

One fall forty-plus years ago we took a holiday to the eastern shore of Maryland 

and then went on to my alma mater in Virginia for a football weekend. Along the 

way we had some occasions to visit friends and relatives. While in Maryland we 

stopped at the Naval Academy to see Midshipman Jack Holt. He had been active in 

diocesan youth activities and summer camps. Now he was being educated in a 

military college. Besides the usual academic courses, there were leadership 

training skills to be acquired. The ability to give and follow orders in matters great 

and small was practiced as part of the highly regimented program. A naval officer 

may one day have to make quick decisions and have them instantly obeyed, even 

when they do not make sense to his subordinates. The safety of his ship and its 

crew may be at stake. 
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In telling the Parable of the Unjust Steward, Our Lord was saying Christians have 

to be like that. We do not have to be naval officers! But the Lord was commending 

what we might call “executive management skills.” This unscrupulous steward had 

them. Jesus was not commending deceit and dishonesty! But He was telling His 

disciples they must learn to act as decisively as this man. We are to use any and all 

material circumstances provided by this life as a means to gaining the life to come. 

This is our life-long homework! The Lord was saying: “Take a lesson from 

worldly men like this steward. Be as clever and intentional in seeking eternal life 

as this man was in promoting his own self-interests in this life.”  

We are to become as decisive about spiritual direction and progress as a naval 

officer operating in a chain of command, or as an unjust steward about to be fired, 

and who makes the most of a bad situation by asking his contacts to provide for his 

future welfare. Don’t condone his dishonest action, but tip your hat to his resolve!  


