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As a boy I remember having a great admiration for my parish priest. I saw him on 

Sundays. I did not always know what he was saying in the pulpit, but I knew the 

people in the congregation were listening carefully. Everyone wanted to greet the 

priest after the service. I noticed even when he was not present people spoke 

respectfully of him. So if I had to name the men I thought were great and 

important, my parish priest would have been on the list. 

As a result of my admiration I wanted to see where the priest lived in the clergy 

house. What was it like inside that house? It’s a natural instinct in all of us, when 

we meet someone who inspires us, to want to see him in his own surroundings. It is 

as if the rooms, the furnishings, the books and paintings, would make a frame for 

the personality we admired. After having been in that house, we are sure we would 

know him better. 

The disciples John and Andrew must have had this instinct long ago when they 

asked Our Lord Jesus “Where do you live?” And the Lord replied “come and see.” 

(John 1:38-39) What about us? Ever since those first disciples and their colleagues 

found the One they would eventually call “Truth Incarnate” Christ’s Church has 

taught us that salvation is to be found in no other place but in Jesus Christ. For that 

very reason we are (or should be) eager to know Him better, and see Him in the 

surroundings in which He chooses to live, and where He manifests to us His 

character. 

For the Wise Men, Christ was found at the end of a two-year journey guided by a 

star. For the first disciples, Our Lord was found in the wilderness beyond the 

Jordan River. But for most of us, the same Lord Jesus is found a few blocks or 

miles away from where we live, in the parish church. In His great love for us, 

Christ desires to be where we can find Him without difficulty. Becoming so readily 

available, He is not even afraid of our irreverence. We should be afraid of our 

irreverence, but not Him. His great desire is to be there because He knows, even 

when we do not, that we need Him. 
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We must come under the cover of faith. It has always been that way. You will 

notice that nighttime or evening is mentioned in almost all the gospel accounts of 

souls coming to Christ. In the Scriptures darkness often represents ignorance and 

sin. But darkness can also represent the cover of faith through which souls come to 

the light of Christ. The Wise Men came at night guided by a star. It was the tenth 

hour, late in the day, when John and Andrew were invited to “come and see.” 

Nicodemus came by night. And it was evening when the Lord entered the closed 

Upper Room in Jerusalem on Easter Day night, and when He broke bread at 

Emmaus. It is easy to find where Jesus dwells.  

Anybody can recognize a tabernacle and the lamp lit beside it. But to become the 

intimate friend of the Lord requires the cover of faith piercing through the veil of 

the sacramental signs which hide His glory from our outward sight. It is as Saint 

Thomas Aquinas said in the hymn we always sing at Benediction. “Faith our 

outward sense befriending, makes our inward vision clear.” The disciples John and 

Andrew had discovered that very thing twelve hundred years earlier. 

Even though Jesus makes Himself available to us, He demands something from us, 

the venture of faith. And what riches await those who cultivate the Lord’s 

friendship! Blessed Jesus does not desire to remain just in the tabernacle or in the 

monstrance. His desire is to lodge in our hearts. We shrink from that thought, 

unworthy as we are. How could our pure and lovely Saviour dwell amid our 

natures, warped and stunted as they can be by unholy desires? It seems too terrible 

to contemplate. We think the door of Heaven should be shut to us. But it is open. 

So not these hearts, please, Lord! Not here! These souls have accepted your 

gracious invitation to “come and see” where You are staying. And like the one 

cleansed leper in ten, they have returned this day to give You thanks. So take 

possession of our souls, Blessed Lord Jesus, and make them ever more worthy to 

be Your house and Your home. 


