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Years ago there was a commentary published based on sailing and sailors in the 

Old and New Testaments. It was an interesting approach to the Scriptures. And so 

we can also suppose someone has written about the important streets and roads in 

the Bible. This is not a dialogue sermon! But can you name some of the important 

streets in the New Testament?  

Top of the list would be the Via dolorosa in Jerusalem, where Christ carried the 

Cross towards Golgotha. And then the Damascus Road which was the location of 

St Paul’s conversion. Another street in Damascus itself deserves mention: the 

Street Called Straight. This was the address of a Christian disciple named Ananias, 

and that is where St Paul was baptized. If you were asked to name yet another 

street important in the life of the early Church a good candidate would be the 

Jericho Road. Our Lord placed His Parable of the Good Samaritan on the Jericho 

Road. And this was also where Christ restored eyesight to blind Bartimaeus. After 

that, Jesus finally arrived in Jericho itself! And Jericho is the setting for today’s 

gospel. 

We are introduced to a citizen of Jericho named Zacchaeus. He is not one of the 

leading lights of the city! Unlike the Good Samaritan or blind Bartimaeus, 

Zacchaeus is a nasty little man. We call him “little” because he had to climb a tree 

to get a view. (That is like those people you see at a sports’ victory parade.) And 

Zacchaeus was “nasty” because he is the chief publican. This official was given the 

tax franchise for a region under Roman Empire occupation. His personal income 

was derived from selling licenses to collect taxes. The men who bought the 

licenses would make their money any way they could. And this was a recipe for 

extortion, bribery, and every other kind of fraud and racketeering. Zacchaeus was 

the man at the top of this organization. 

When Jesus arrived in Jericho nothing in the incident suggested Zacchaeus was 

moved by anything other than curiosity. He was simply interested in getting a 

better view. So he climbed a tree. The crowd probably laughed at the hated chief 

taxman looking so foolish in a tree. But One of the people who stopped to look was 

God Incarnate. And what a difference that made! 
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Way back in The Book of the Wisdom of Solomon there is this appreciation of 

Almighty God: “You overlook the sins of men that they may repent. You spare all 

things because they are yours, O Lord and lover of souls. Your mastery over all 

things makes you lenient to all. You gave your sons good ground for hope that you 

would permit repentance for their sins.” (Wisdom 11-12) 

And “like father, like son!” Our Lord Jesus cut right through the daunting job 

description of the tax collecting apparatus, with its attendant fear, hatred, and the 

stench of corruption. Where others saw Zacchaeus as a contemptible publican, 

Jesus saw a sign of childlike humility. In other places the Lord is invited, and 

sometimes accepted invitations to people’s home. But here Jesus selected this chief 

publican for a spontaneous visit. It is the only place in the gospels where Jesus 

offered to become a guest. 

Catholic theology builds on this incident. Normally salvation is contingent upon 

faith. But absolutely nothing is said about the faith of Zacchaeus. He received 

salvation not by faith but by works, and perhaps only in advance of those works. 

Where the blind beggar Bartimaeus had faith, Zacchaeus only offered his works of 

charity and generosity. But on this offer, Christ pronounced His verdict: “Today 

salvation is come to this house.” 

This does not mean faith is an option for salvation! But the Lord Jesus knew out of 

Zacchaeus’s hospitality, generosity, and humility, one day a deep and abiding faith 

would spring and grow. And the Son of God could see it in advance. It is just as 

Jesus could see the development in Peter and the other disciples when they were 

initially slow to understand and respond. 

Just suppose we could hear Zacchaeus later in life, giving his testimony in the early 

Church. He’d say: “We all have pretty low standards sometimes. But give Christ 

Jesus the slightest hope that you want to see Him, and great things can happen.” 

That is powerful testimony. And it is good news… because it is true. 


