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Canadian philosopher Marshall McLuhan was all the rage when I was in college 

and seminary. “The medium is the message.” Do you remember that? His 

influence over media theory began to wane in the 1970s. But he once said there 

comes a time when the pain of the present is so great that people try to go into the 

future. Are we in such a period just now? 

The history revisionists have trashed our Founding Fathers and pull the skeletons 

out of just about everybody’s closet. So we are told to take no comfort from the 

past. And the present is awful. You don’t need me to remind you of the pain of 

frequent, almost daily, shootings, and other violence at schools, churches, shopping 

centers, hospitals, and sporting events. Infanticide is being enshrined in our 

nation’s laws. The crimes against humanity in warfare are in our daily news. There 

is no solace in the natural world either, where we are told about global warming, 

vast stretches of the Pacific Ocean covered in plastic bottles, animals and birds 

facing extinction, and the Amazon tree forests being cut down.  

So it is no surprise society becomes fascinated with the future. The future is the 

subject of conferences. Foundations and corporations give huge amounts of money 

for endless symposia on this subject. But this focus is not unique. There is a track 

record. In every age of great change, turmoil, and uncertainty, people have looked 

ahead with anxiety and curiosity. 

The Church has some news for a society which has lost its faith and yet longs for 

faith. The Holy Scriptures show a progression towards two great scenarios of the 

future. In the Old Testament this is called “The Day of the Lord.” And when John 

the Baptist came along, he announced that it had arrived.  

The whole Advent Season is a time of expectation and hope. In four weeks we will 

celebrate an event which happened 2000 years ago. But our memory is not 

nostalgia nor attempted escapism. Mary’s Son is Someone Who not only entered 

time past, but Who changed the meaning of time and gave us a new way to 

understand the future. And that new way is not only for Christian believers but for 

the whole creation.  
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In the Advent Sunday gospel Our Lord describes the end times and the coming 

judgment. He compares the tribulation to what the people remember from the 

sacred history of Noah’s Flood. But the end times are also a description of the age 

we live in now. And a part of the Lord’s description is that His disciples will see 

the Son of Man coming. He tells them to “lift up your heads for your redemption is 

near.” One of the things this means is that in any and every age of vast change, 

turmoil, and danger, Almighty God has demanded men and women live in 

transition to another age. The Bible insists man is made in the image and likeness 

of God. That relationship is very much hidden in our humanity. It is forgotten and 

neglected until an apocalyptic time comes along. Through adversity, Almighty 

God forces us to face our sinful human behavior and the consequences of what it 

does to our society and the planet.  

The whole point of possessing hope and expectation is to do something: to take 

courage, and offer what we have for building the next chapter of God’s plan. This 

does not mean things will go on forever! There will come a time of ultimate 

ending. Advent includes many levels of expectation. The coming of Christ is part 

of God’s plan. So also is the final judgment on human history. Both light and 

darkness are great themes of the Advent Season. And St John reminds us that with 

the coming of Christ, light shines in the darkness and the darkness does not 

overcome it. 

 


