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King Farouk of Egypt may only be a name to some of you But he was known 

primarily for being an habitué of the casinos at Monte Carlo. He once quipped the 

last five kings would be the King of England and the four kings in a deck of cards.  

When Pope Pius XI established the Solemnity of Christ the King in 1925, kings 

were having a bad run. The Romanovs had been killed and the Habsburgs exiled. 

Things had not been much different in Bible times. From King Saul until the end 

of the Kingdom of Judah, you could count the good kings on one hand using three 

fingers. Most every king was a despot and corrupt tyrant. 

In 1925 Pope Pius XI was not promoting a return to monarchical rule. The same 

Pope had distanced the Catholic Church from the royalist movement in France and 

condemned Action Française. The Holy Father had a different conception of Christ 

as King. And he took his cue from the Gospels. Although there are indications 

throughout the New Testament that Christ is King, the clearest portrayal of the 

Lord’s Kingship is in the Passion. During Holy Week, calling Christ a king was an 

accusation. And on the day of His death, none of the people who declared Jesus to 

be king were disciples or followers of the Lord. It was the enemies of Jesus  who 

acknowledged by their rage what they could not give in homage and adoration to 

the Son of God. Jesus Christ is a very different kind of king than you find in a deck 

of cards! His kingship is a sign of the impregnable and invincible love of God for 

His creation and for souls.  

God’s ways are sovereign. They are not frustrated by anything we can do, either in 

promotion or opposition. One of the reasons we call the day of the Lord’s death 

Good Friday is that the Divine King has no need of a public relations office to put 

a good spin on developments! 

On Good Friday night, the enemies of Christ thought they had won. But in an 

understated way that is breathtaking when you think about it, the Gospels declare 

that on the following Sunday evening, this Man, who had been crucified and whose 

corpse had been laid in a tomb, was walking the streets of Jerusalem! That is a very 

different kind of king! 
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At the Passion, many people were slumbering within God’s reality. They were 

oblivious of Christ’s Kingship over their lives. It was indeed a “good” Friday, the 

best. But they did not know it. And their ignorance did not change the fact of what 

was happening. In fact, these ignorant people were making it happen! By their 

word and actions they were declaring Christ’s authority over them. God’s strength 

is in His Mighty Arm. And His appeal is directly to any and all souls wherever and 

whenever the top layer of life is cracked open.  

There is an Old Testament assertion that God’s Word does not go out from Him 

and return empty. Here was the Word of God Incarnate, and already on Good 

Friday He was gathering souls to Himself. That sovereignty is part of what we 

mean when we proclaim Christ is King. 


