
The Congregation of Saint Athanasius 

A sermon preached by Father Bradford on Christmas Day 

December 25, 2022 

+ 
 

 

When Almighty God became Man it showed us God. The Incarnation expresses 

Divine character in the terms of a human life. That is something we can 

understand. When we wonder what God is like, we don’t have to resort to sorcerers 

or Ouija boards. We have only to look at Jesus. When we wonder what God would 

do, we don’t have to weigh various oracles or prophets. We have only to look at 

what Jesus did. 

And what did Jesus do? He was born in a cave and had His first improvised resting 

place in a manger where cattle are fed! Knowing this and more, St Paul said “The 

foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than 

men.” (1 Corinthians 1:25)  Knowing fallen human nature is full of pride and self-

assertiveness, Almighty God did not choose a revealing of Divine majesty and 

Power but offered Himself to us as a little Baby lying in a manger. 

A cynic might read the Christmas gospel and conclude Mary and Joseph were 

disorganized and dysfunctional. They hadn’t planned sufficiently ahead. A drafty 

cave was what they deserved for waiting to the last minute! But a more careful and 

honest reading of the Scriptures would lead to a different conclusion. Nothing 

written therein happened by accident. The birth of Christ, down to its details, had 

the deliberate foreknowledge of Almighty God. St Paul reminded us “When the 

fullness of time has come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under 

the law.” (Galatians 4:4) When in God’s wisdom the moment had come, the 

moment for which the eternal ages had been waiting, then that hour struck which 

never can be struck again, and God the Son leapt down out of Eternity into Time, 

passing all the most glorious stars to reach this cold and dark earth of ours, taking 

not upon Him the nature of angels, but chose the nature of man, a little lower than 

the angels. Silvio Pellico wrote of the angels “Amazed, the Seraphim behold their 

King descend, disguised, to this hear of crimes and woes.” Dio Amore. 

Bethlehem is not a mistake. It wasn’t a moment’s whimsy on God’s part! When the 

Wise Men asked King Herod, his scholars searched the Scriptures and said “go to 

Bethlehem.” And one night just before Christmas, some other travelers passed by 

the magnificent palace of Herod, with its countless lights and clangor of soldiers’ 

armor, and the houses of the well-to-do clustered at its base. Mary and Joseph did 
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not stop as they made their way, she great with Child and he footsore and covered 

with dust. Instead they went to a cave where soon God was born, laid in a manger, 

perhaps with a single lantern for light, and a court of peasant shepherds. 

Knowing what we now know, Saint John wrote the magnificent prologue to the 

Gospel which bears his name. “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” 

Saying that, believing that, is true, but it is something too abstract for Christmas 

and the Bethlehem cave. In that cave Mary looked into the face of her Son as any 

human mother would. But through the eyes that smile back into Mary’s face, 

Almighty God was looking out on a world of sorrow and pain and sin that He came 

to redeem and for which in redeeming He died. God came to us in this way. And it 

is all very deliberate.  

The angel said to the shepherds: “And this shall be a sign unto you. You will find a 

Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” The angel, who is 

God’s messenger, was describing, in a marvelous example, the providential 

government of our world by Almighty God Who is its Creator.  

 


